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_ Lincoln at 
D. L. Moody’s 
Sunday School 


_President-elect Abraham Lin- 
coln spent a Sunday in Chicago 
prior to his first inaugural at 
Washington, and visited D. L. 
Moody’s Sunday School, where, 
guided by Mr. Moody, he vis- 
ited every class and shook 
hands with every scholar, after 
which he made a brief address. 
Mr. Thomas C. MacMillan, 
present veteran Clerk of the 
U.S. District Court in Chicago, 
was one of the small boys pres- 
ent, together with his sister, 
on that occasion. He says: 
‘‘The impression made on me 
that day affected my whole 
life. Mother said to us on our 
return home, ‘Since you have 
shaken hands with that great, 
good man you should strive all 
your lives to remember him, 
and never allow your hands to 
do anything or your lips to say 
anything which you would not 
be willing to tell Mr, Lin- 
coln.’ 9? 

In response to the first call 
for volunteers a few months 
later over fifty of Moody’s 
Sunday School boys enlisted. 
One of these boys became Col. 
James A. Sexton, later Post- 
master of Chicago and Com- 
mander of the Grand Army of 
the Republic. 
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(Portraits of Lincoln and Moody 
from photographs of the time. 
Drawing by R. H. Palenske.) 


Copyright 1919, by Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 


LINCOLN 


God took a piece of common clay; Made strong by strife, he faced the storm of wrath; 
Planted therein ambition’s vital seed} Love made him wise, a nation’s cause to plead; 
Placed him, a youth, beside the common way, He walked with God, though in a yeoman’s path, 


he might learn the common human need. And seized on fame by an immortal deed. 
oases —Thomas Curtis Clark 
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“LAFAYETTE WE ARE HERE,” said Pershing, as he 
stood by the tomb of him who had rendered such distinguished 
services in behalf of American Independence. ‘These words will ee 
live—because America made good, and saved the day for the Allies. 


“LEFEVER WE ARE HERE,” should be the answer that 
the Reformed Church of the United States through her War 
Emergency Campaign makes to the “Father of the Reformers”’ in 
answer to the cry of the destitute little children, aged fathers and 
mothers and war-wearied men and women of France and Belgium.. 
If we are to “make good” as our brave boys have done, every — 
congregation, and every Soe in which there is a cone (eee ae 
must go “Over the Top.” 3 


What your Congregation will do, we depend upon you. We 
simply must not fail. 


Read this Letter 
THE WAY THEY DID IT IN BALTIMORE 


Faith Reformed Church, Boatinde Maryland, Rev. A. §. Weber, D. Dieo ne 
Pastor.—The Committee on the War Emergency Fund made an allotment of LS. ig a 
$2,000 to our fifteen local congregations. Of this amount Faith Church, 
although smaller in membership and poorer in material résources, was asked 


The Campaign Is On! | 


for some reason to contribute a larger sum than any other one of our Churches, 
the amount asked being $239. The amount seemed rather large for Faith 
Church to provide, but when brought to the attention of the Consistory itwas 
agreed to undertake raising the full amount, if possible, on the opening day of — ea 
the campaign. In anticipation of the day, Dr. Weber preached the preceding ee 
Sunday on the subject, and made a strong appeal to the congregation to come — : 
prepared to make their offerings on February 2nd for this patriotic and — a ae 

religious purpose. After the services last Sunday morning, the people were — 0 ys Pate 
invited to indicate the amounts they were ready to give, and within fiften — 
minutes, Elder Thirlkel, acting as Secretary, reported four contributions oft Ee = 
$25 each, twelve of $10 each, eighteen of $5 each, and a sufficiently large num. 
ber of smaller gifts make the aggregate large enough to cover our quota in — 
full and to carry us ‘‘over the top’’ by at least fifty per cent. Never did ur 

congregation sing ‘‘Praise God from Whom all blessings flow’’ with 
fervor and gratitude than after this service. Others, we feel sure, whc 
not in attendance this morning, will wish during the present week 
their contributions to this fund. We report our gratifying succe 
for the encouragement of our brethren in ‘the Reformed Churches | 
the country. Bi i, rey sare 


Baltimore, Maryland, Fourth Sun 
February 2nd, 1919. 
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ss NEWS IN BRIEF 

: America Must Continue to Feed a 
Large Part of the World. Don’t 
Papeete =.-Waste Food! 


_ ‘Trinity Church, Philadelphia, will raise 
its quota for the War Emergency Campaign 
by covering each star in ‘its Service Flag 
with a $5 bill and $50 for each of two 
men severely wounded whose lives were 
spared. This may be a valuable sugges- 
tion for others. — 

- One of the great joys that comes to. the 
«‘Messenger’’ office, to make our work 
more delightful, is to hear from and about 
the readers who have for many years stood 
by our Church paper and have shown their 
for it and their appreciation of it. 
all attention to several of our old-time 
s of this sort in last week’s issue, 
and Mrs.-Freed (see page 26) and Mrs. 


Mrinity Church, Mercersburg, Pa., Rev. 
C. Slough, pastor, observed the usual 
es of the fall season, after the inter- 
tion incident to the ‘‘Flu’’ epidemic. 
e Harvest Home-services were held in 
n Canned fruits, together with 
und vegetables were used! for 


ffman Orphanage shortly be- 
The ‘Christmas season was 
a service by the Sunday 


‘on Christmas 
ast morning at 6.30. Fine 
se ere rendered at both 


ndance. A Christmas 


or Orphans’ Home 
fous 
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is, and 2 barrels full were 
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Entered at the Postoffice at Philadelphia, 
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S ASSOCIATION, 800-3 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa, 
Pa., as second-class matter, January 13th, 1902. 


2 Acceptance for mailing at the special rate of postage provided in Section 1103, Act of October 8, 1917, authorized on July 11, 1918. 


merely hindered in carrying out their 
plans. As far as the larger work of the 
Kingdom was concerned, it was not really 
retarded, but rather aided by the hard- 


lenberger, in the name of the members of 
the entire charge, a beautiful solid oak 
roll-top desk, and in the name of the 
Bible Class and Y. P. §., of Pocono Lake, 


ships and sorrow through which many were ~a study chair to match the desk. In fitting 


forced to pass. In view of the cancellation 
of the ‘Christmas services, the pastor fear- 
ed that the orphans would not receive their 
usual Christmas offering of about $30. 
Realizing the great need of this work, he 
had Christmas greetings printed and mail- 
ed to every member with which went a 
plea for the orphans and an envelope for 
the offering. The discipline of the war and 
the epidemic had made tender the hearts 
of the people and instead of the usual of- 


- fering, $144 was received for the Hoffman 


Orphanage and $8.40 for Armenian and 
Syrian Relief. This is the largest offering 
ever given to the orphans in the history 
of Friends’ Cove Charge. An Every-Mem- 
ber Canvass is now being planned in the 
interest.of the War Emergency Campaign, 
and even better results are hoped for. 
May the efforts of all workers in this great 
campaign be blessed and the Kingdom of 
God be made to prevail throughout the 
world! 


Rey. J. M. Shellenberger became pastor 
of the Tannersville, Pa., Charge, January 
1, 1909, and on January 5 and 12, 1919, 
the 10th anniversary was celebrated with 
special services in each of the congrega- 
tions. A large majority of the members 
and many friends attended. In the his- 
tory of this charge, consisting of Tanners- 
ville, Appenzell, Swiftwater and Pocono 
Lake congregations, no pastor had remain- 
ed more than six years, so this was the 


/ first opportunity to celebrate a 10th anni- 


versary. The sermons of the pastor were 
based on Phil. 3: 13 and 14. The follow- 
ing statistics were presented: Confirma- 
tions, 130, received by reprofession, 10, by” 


letter, 18, total, 158; baptims, 174; funerals, 


141; regular services held, 914; distance 


traveled for these services, 23,764 miles; 
special services and addresses, 66; distance 
traveled for special services, 880 miles. On 


Fi January 22, 100 members and friends came 
nq. to the parsonage to express their goodwill 
and show their esteem for pastor and fam- 


. Their baskets were filled with good 
ings. The large and commodious par- 
onage was filled with guests and all en- 


jjoyed the splendid dinner prepared by the 
ladies. 
beautiful bouquet of white lilies. 
abundant supply of canned fruit, etc., fills 
the shelves of the parsonage larder for fu- 


In the center of the table was a 
The 


ture use. To show appreciation of his 
thful labors, Rey. Mr. McVey, pastor of 
M. E. Church, presented to Pastor Shel- 
tang : - ve, ee 
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remarks the pastor expressed his gratitude 
for these kind remembrances and asked for 
the continued support of his people in 
the work of the Lord. This delightful fel- 
lowship was a blessing to the pastor and 
family and to all who participated in the 
event. 


‘Rev. Dr. Rufus W. Miller began his work 
as General Secretary of the Sunday School 
Board, January 1, 1894. He was inducted 
into office February 1, in the First Church, 
Philadelphia. In these 25 years the Board 
has made remarkable progress. Up to 1894, 
the English publication interests had been 
conducted at a loss. Practically all that 
was handed over to the S. 8. Board was 
the goodwill and the circulation of com, 
petitive publications. The annual sales 
were less than $20,000. Last year the sales 
were $195,108.93, including income from 
real estate. Then the cash capital was 
nothing; now the capital in the Business 
Department is $73,537.36. From the earn- 
ings of the Business Department, $20,000 
has been appropriated for educational and 
Sunday School missionary work, besides a 
large sum for Ministerial Relief. In addi- 
tion, real estate owned by the Board is of 
a cost value of $280,000, against which 
there is a mortgage indebtedness of $45,- 
000 and a floating debt of $8,534.69. The 
Real Estate Department has remitted rents 
amounting to more than $35,000 in the last 
10 years to various Boards and causes of 
our Church. The number of periodicals and 
papers has increased from 16 to 51. In the 
Educational and Missionary Department, 
57 schooks were organized, and 15 reorgan- 
ized, from which 34 congregations started. 
Grants of literature were made to 1,161 
schools. One of the greatest achievements 
was the erection in 1907-8 of the Reformed 
Chureh Building, valued with adjoining 

“property at about $300,000. As is well 
known, plans are under way for the erec- 
tion of a 12-story edifice to be known as 
the Philip Schaff Memorial Building, to be 
‘used for inter-denominational as well as 
denominational purposes. During this 
fruitful period of Dr. Miller’s faithful 
service, a complete revolution has taken 
place in the attitude of the Church toward 
the Sunday School as a religious eduea- 
tional institution. 


FOR ADDITIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 
SEE PAGE 12 
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EDITORIAL = 


A NOBLE APPEAL 

One of our missionaries in China reports the receipt 
of $1,000 from the brother of General Tsao Kun, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Northern forces, to be used toward 
defraying the expenses of the refugee ‘work of our Mis- 
sion, and with it this noble- spirited Chinaman sent the 
appeal: “Speak to me and our brethren. What you want 
to say, please do speak out.. We are all sleeping a sound 
sleep and dreaming a fine dream indeed. Please be so 
kind enough and do your best to awake us.” This cry 
of an earnest soul, dissatisfied with the darkness and 
yearning for the light of the new day in Christ Jesus, 
could not but touch the heart of,any faithful missionary. 
The English is faulty, but the spirit of it is admirable. 
It is the - very wine of God to come into touch with those 
who feel their spiritual need and cry out for help. 

One of the most heart-breaking facts in connection with 
the Church at home is that there are so few who realize 
that they are asleep and who really want to be awakened 
from their spiritual torpor. Indeed, there are all too 
many who want the sort of preachers, alas, that will 
allow them to keep on dreaming their false dreams of 
self-satisfaction and will continue “by prophesying 
smooth things in Zion” to lull into yet more dangerous 
slumbers those who are on the very brink of death; and 
if a man in the spirit of a true shepherd of souls sounds 
the warning that really does awaken these men and wom- 
en from their lethargy and indifference, they are prone 
to regard God’s prophet as an enemy rather than a friend, 
a nuisance rather than a benefactor. Like those who 
have taken poison or those who lie freezing in the snow, 
they fight against their rescuers and plead: “Let us 
sleep!” 

How deeply the pastor’s heart cherishes the sacred mo- 
ments when burdened souls, conscious of their need and 
peril, come with the plea that he shall help them out of 
their sin and the guilty self-complacency that so often 
surrounds it. Jt is the noblest soul that leans most 
heavily on the everlasting arms. An officer of the Ameri- 


can Army in France said the other day that never in all . 


his life could he forget the solemnizing impression made 
upon him by the song of a stalwart negro on a black, 
rainy night, when he was marching at the head of a body 
of men, mostly colored troops from our Southland— 
going forward to conflict and danger, and for many of 
them death—when there rose the strong, sweet voice of 
the dusky singer winging to the sky that beautiful prayer, 
which may well be made to voice the conscious need of 
every sinner, whether in China, in France, or in America : 


“Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom, 
Lead Thou me on; 

The night is dark, and I am far from home, 
_ Lead Thou me on.” 


7* OK OK 


A STIMULATING REMINDER 


“That my descendants may see and be reminded to sup- — 
port the Church liberally.” This was the hope and prayer 


of a sainted father in Israel, who pasted on the fly-leaf — 


that now appear every day. | be 


of the family Bible checks running into thousands of 
dollars that had been gladly paid by him to benevolent 
causes during his long and useful life. It was reported 
in last week’s MESSENGER; and it is, indeed, worthy of 
remembrance. The children and children’s children of ae 
such a man are likely to appreciate more and more in the __ 
coming years the heritage of such generosity and devo- a 
tion to the cause of Christ. It is those who have supported __ 

the Church most liberally who have learned the joy of a3 
such giving and are, therefore, glad to pass on its inspir- 
ation to those who come after them. Would that the — 
number of those who set such an example to their pos 3 
terity might be greatly increased! How sad it is when — 
one reads that those whom God has richly endowed wi ‘ 
this world’s goods die as they have lived, utterly unmind 
ful of the Divine mercy and apparently ungrateful fo: 
the Divine goodness! Whether you devise it in you! 
will or give it during your lifetime, be sure that th 
cause of Christ receives its due share of your loving gif 
Then your children’s children unto all generations 
be likely to “rise up and call you blessed.” At any rate 
they will not have cause to be ashamed of your miserliness 
your niggardly treatment of your Lord. Speaking of 
fective Christians, Hiram Golf sagely remarked: “S. 

of them pay and don’t ‘pray; others pray and don’t par 
eee who love the Master in truth should and wi 
ot 
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THEY THAT HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP 


There is scarcely an issue of the MESSENGER 
does not contain a reference to the passing of some 


phant. Recent months, especially, have greatly increé 
the list of the sainted dead. Who was not a 
for example, by the notices in last week’s MESSENG! 


uary Notices and that they habitually pasate fron : 
ing the things that are likely to make them sad. _ 
is an undoubted element of sadness in reading of the pa 
ing out of this world of so many valuable lives. — 

only knows the measure of tragedy in the a 


But Thomas Carlyle said truly that “the Bec " 
world is the biography of great men,’ ’ and th 
literature quite so inspiring as the life story 
have been “good and faitnful servants” of rd 


can read ge record of such gracious, 


joy which is deeper than tea 
faith are moved to thank God 
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DISGRACING AMERICA 


While the Commander-in-Chief of our Army and Navy 
is seeking at the Peace. Table in Paris to bring about a 
League of Free Nations to conserve the peace of the 
world and to guarantee justice to all mankind, Admiral 

. Mayo of the American Navy sneers at the Peace Confer- 
ence, declares the League of Nations is getting down to 
the level of a “sewing circle,” and calls for the biggest 
Navy on earth, bar none. Ignoring anything the Peace 

, Conference may do, he would build to beat Great Britain 
and all the rest. At about the samé time United States 
Senator Borah, once reputed to have brains, is thus quot- 
ed in the New York Times: “The President has said he 
is in favor of a League of Nations. If the Saviour of 
mankind would revisit the earth and declare for a League 
oi Nations, I would be opposed to it. That is my position. 
It is not a question of personality. - It is a question of 
policy for my government, and that I will decide regardless 
of individuals.” 

There is no magic even in a democratic form of govern- 
ment to prevent men from Saying things both foolish and 
wicked. Unfortunately there are men who do not care 
what Christ has to say on questions of politics and business, 
but few are frank enough to state it so baldly. God pity 
our land if the majority were so minded. We do not be- 
lieve it to be true. It is our faith that most Americans 
want to do what they believe to be His will. They do not 
regard themselves as wiser than the Almighty, or treat His 
Commandments as obsolete and impracticable. 


* OK OK 


A REMARKABLE TRIBUTE 


:. The Silver Anniversary of the organized Sunday School 
Work of our denomination and of the service of Rev. 
Rufus Wilder Miller, D. D., as Secretary, was indeed a 
notable occasion. That approximately fifteen hundred 
: persons should come out on a week-day in the midst of a 
¥ busy season such as this to celebrate the work of the Pub- 
lication and Sunday School Board, and in particular to 
honor the man who more than any other personifies its 

work for a quarter of a century, must have been a great joy 

to him and cannot but be gratifying to all who love the 
Church. The cordial letters of congratulation and per- 
sonal regard received from leaders of the International 
Sunday School Association, Federal Council of Churches, 
-and other religious and reform organizations which have 
felt the helpful influence of Dr. Miller’s multitudinous 
activities vied in interest with the gracious addresses of the 
representatives of the Boards of other denominations who 
spoke at the great mass meeting in the evening. Though 
all regretted the absence of the President of General 
Synod, who was detained by illness, the program was full 


a supper was served to invited guests from the Various 
‘Sunday Schools of the city and vicinity, numbering about 
three hundred. 

It was the general feeling that there have been few men 
in our Church so actively identified with so many good 
causes as Dr. Miller, and his patient and persistent seed- 
sowing in the face of many difficulties and discourage- 
ments, were recounted in glowing terms, although he per- 
~ sonally sought to discount his own part in the great results 
_ achieved. We are coming more generally to recognize that 
- the man who works to bless the childhood of the nation is 
rendering the largest service to posterity, and when Pro- 
stantism awakes fully to its opportunity “the Board that 
cares for the children” will certainly not be regarded as a 
side-issue. In the days ahead the Sunday School will take 
a a place of far greater significance and influence, and the 
< of producing a Christian literature for the Churches 
r the homes of the people will come to be regarded as 


-rstand that similar observances are to be held 
enters of our Church. Such an outpouring of 
u es of gratitude for what has been 


i 
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of interest, and between the afternoon and evening sessions: 
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accomplished should spur on the Board to greater achieve- 
ments. Splendid as has been the progress of these twenty- 
five years, we believe it is the conviction of Dr. Miller and 
his colleagues that the developments of the next quarter of 
a century will be even more far-reaching. May the years 
continue to deal lightly with him, and may the Great Head 
of the Church vouchsafe to him spiritual victories far sur- 
passing even his splendid record of zeal and fidelity in the 
past! 
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WHO IS TO BLAME? 


There always have been folks who, in spite of the acci- 
dent to Eutychus, have justified sleeping in Church on the 
ground that “you cannot find a better place in which to 
sleep,’ but most of us agree that the habit is unfortunate, 
irreverent, and ofttimes disgraceful. The Continent re- 
cently sounded a wise and witty note in saying: ‘To sleep 
through a sermon is at least not so serious as to stay awake 
through the sermon and then go to sleep afterward. The 
first may signify only'a weary body; the second signifies a 
torpid soul.” This statement can be accepted, however, 
without in any sense modifying our conviction that, except 
papi Dly for children and invalids, s sleeping is decidedly out 
of place in the Church of God. 


The Editor of The Christian Intelligencer reminds us 
that in many cases no reflection rests on the “ability of the 
preacher” but rather on the “debility of the hearer,” and 
he quotes two historic incidents which are interesting, even 
if not conclusive. Lord Rosebery once mentioned to Dr. 
Creighton that there were times when he could not sleep. 
The Bishop replied, “Well, my lord, I never suffer from 
sleeplessness ; for whenever I feel weary, I begin to read a 
sermon, and I am off in a very few seconds.” “Ah,” said 
Lord Rosebery, “‘of two evils I will choose the least ; much 
rather would I do without sleep than read a sermon!” 
The Editor also quotes the critic who was unkind enough 
to tell a speaker, ‘Your talk goes in one ear and out of the 
other,” and who received in reply the query, “Well, what 
is there to stop it?” It is only too true that some so-called: 
“hearers” have no longing for serious things in their heads 
or their hearts. 

On the other hand, we may with profit recall the fact 
that Henry Ward Beecher is said to have given instructions 
to his sexton that whenever he saw anyone sleeping in 
Plymouth Church he should “come right up into the pulpit 
and wake up the preacher.” ‘There is doubtless much that 
could be said on both sides of this question. A pertinent 
question that is raised in this issue of the MESSENGER by a 
competent observer, who has been a life-long Church at- 
tendant and who discusses the ability of the average 


preacher to read in such a way as to hold the attention of 


his audience, is well worthy of serious consideration. 
There are some who preach interestingly but read abom- 
inably, as though the Scripture lessons were of small ac- 
count in comparison with their own discourses. But 
whether it be in the preaching of sermons or the reading 
of Scripture, prayers and hymns, it is a real duty to keep 
the hour of worship vital. It is of course much easier for 
preachers to put the chief blame upon the congregation and 
for torpid souls among our people to criticize unjustly pul- 
piteers who vie with Gabriel in eloquence; but perhaps in 
this, as in other matters, the chief wisdom lies in adopting 
the maxim of John Wesley and becoming “increasingly 
merciful in our judgment of others and incr reasingly merci- 
less in our judgment on ourselves.” Certainly this is no 
time for either pastor or people to “sleep on the job.” The 
challenge of this hour is for men and women who are 
thoroughly wideawake. 


“There are real things in this world that. the eye of man 
cannot see without a microscope. Why should we shrink 
to believe that there are spiritual things that are invisible 
to earthly sight?” 
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SHOULD OUR GENERAL SYNOD MEET ANNUALLY ? ee 


Some time ago, in an editorial entitled 
‘“‘Why Not?’’ the advisability of holding 
annual meetings of our supreme ecclesi- 
astical judicatory was discussed, and read- 
ers of the ‘‘Messenger’’ were asked to 
give expression to their views on the ques- 
tion. We are pleased to present herewith 
a discussion, which we think many of our 
readers will find of value and interest, 
and we thank these correspondents for 
their gracious participation. It is a prac- 
tical question which will doubtless come 
before the Church for decision, and a num- 
ber of the pros and cons find forcible ex- 
pression in these letters of our friends. 


I. By the Rev. Dr. William E. Lampe 


More frequent meetings of the General 
Synod would require the presence of sev- 
eral hundreds of our most active pastors, 
laymen, and ‘Church officials, for probably 
a week for each meeting. This amount of 
time of busy men is an important item. 
The expense involved is considerable. Tho 
General Synod now meets often enough to 
take final action upon the most important 
matters that affect our denominational life. 

On the other hand, the General Synod is 
not simply a judicatory to give deliver- 
ances on important matters. It is the place 
where the real work that is done, and 
should be done, by the denomination is 
most carefully considered. A meeting of 
the General Synod puts the work of the 
whole Church before the denomination in 
a way that is not otherwise possible. The 
coming together for this purpose of so 
many ‘of our active pastors and laymen is 

a thing which in itself fully justifies the 
Be Kouataiis of so much time and money. 

One reason why our Church is not more 
united is that the ministers and laymen 
from the several parts of the Church do 
not meet frequently enough really to be- 
come acquainted and fully understand each 
other. I sometimes think that we have 
three well-defined sections of the Church. 
The oldest and largest part is in Eastern 
Pennsylvania. Its problems are altogether 
different from those of the middle and far 
West, where our people live who know com- 
paratively little of our Church and its prob- 
lems in Eastern Pennsylvania. In between 
there is a considerable part of the Church 
which knows something, but all too little, 
of the Church in the other two sections. 
Meetings of the General Synod every year, 
or every two years, will help to unify the 
denomination and bring about a denom- 
inational consciousness that will be really 
helpful in the work of the Reformed 
Church. 

As it is now, we lose a tremendous 
amount of time in getting down to our 
people the work that is done by the Gen- 
eral Synod. A General Synod meets in 
May. Its actions reach the District 
Synods in the fall of the same year; they 
are then passed on and reach the Classes 
in the spring of the following year; then 
they are passed on to the people, and it is 
more than a year before what is- started 
by the General Synod is actually being put 
into execution by our people. We need 
to eut out a good deal of this lost time 
and lost motion, and it seems to me that we 
ean do this by_having more frequent meet- 
ings of the General Synod, and at the same 
time taking steps to have the matters that 
are passed upon by the General Synod 
brought more quickly through the Classes 
to the attention of our people. Shall it be 
expense—or profit? 
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II. By the Rev. Dr. J. Spangler Kieffer 


Being asked for a brief reply to the 
question, ‘‘Are there any reasons why the 
General Synod should not meet annually, 
except the matter of.expense?’’, the writer 
would say that he had had, and still has, 
so strong a sense of the increased and in- 
creasing expense of carrying on the opera- 
tions of the Church, that he has been averse 
to increasing the burden of this expense 
still further by annual meetings of the 
General Synod. It is possible, however, 
that he has attached more importance than 
is just to this consideration. It is evident, 
also, that certain inconveniences arise from 
the circumstance of the General Synod’s 
meeting only once in three-years. In the 
circumstances, considering all things, and 
though not perfectly satisfied that the ben- 
efits arising from annual meetings of the 
General Synod are likely to be as great as 
expected, the writer nevertheless feels ob- 
liged, if there should be a general senti- 
ment in favor of it, to give a somewhat 
reluctant consent to the proposed change. 


III. By Prof. A. S. Zerbe, Ph. D., D. D. 


In favor of an affirmative answer the 
following considerations may be urged: 

1. That the framers of the Church Con- 
stitution assumed a possible need of meet- 
ings oftener than once in three years is 
evident from Article 113, which provides 
for special meetings, presumably to attend 
to matters of great urgency. © 

2. Hence if it should appear that the 


highest interests of the Church demand 


frequent special meetings the logic of the 


Constitution would favor annual meetings. 


3. It may be urged that any overture 
from a sister denomination or from the 
Federal Council could receive attention in 
about one-third of the time now required. 
In matters of great importance much would 
be gained by annual meetings. 

4. There would be a decided advantage 
if our highest judicatory could meet and 
discuss vital and fundamental questions as 
they arise in the life and experience of the 
Church. Old apothegms, like ‘‘Strike while 
the iron is hot’’ and ‘‘Make hay while the 


“sun shines,’’ are true to-day more than 


ever. 

5. To-day everything is at a high pres- 
sure—art, music, business, literature, the 
sermon, religion, and especially Christian- 
ity. Old systems of education, philosophy, 
theology, are changed over night and new 
ones sprung upon an unsuspecting public. 
Old methods of evangelism, preaching the 
Gospel, Sunday School work, are rapidly 
consigned to the scrap-heap, in some quar- 
ters. As the Reformed Church has claimed 
to be in the van of Protestantism, our ~ 
highest authority ought to investigate and 


evaluate some of the new schemes of 


Church activity. 

6. That the General Synod ought, at 
least occasionally, to meet oftener than at 
present is evident from the perplexing ques- 


tions arising as a result of the war. The 


opinion is widespread that the twelve 
months’ experience of our boys in the 
camps and trenches has evolved a new 
type of the genus Homo—a type which the 
old Gospel, the old ethics, the old prayer 
meeting, the old family altar, the old sacra- 
ments and ordinances of 
to satisfy. If the Gene: 
nually it could perhaps 
ily gratify the dem 
mene and for variou 


= gists and sociologists like Prof. Gid 
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as the religion of the soldier, the religion | 
of the college student, the religion of the 
scientist, the religion of the physician, the 

religion of the lawyer, the religion of the — . 
modern man (whatever that may be), ann 2 

so on indefinitely. 

On the other hand, the following con- — a 
siderations militate against annual meet- — - 
ings: , 

1. According to the Minutes of the lat- 
est General Synod (1917, pp. 304-10), the — 
expenses for the triennium were nearly 
$14,000. With annual meetings the cost 
would probably be about one-half as mue 
or approximately less than three cents pe 
member. This is a ridiculously sma 
amount. But when we notice that in 19 
four Synods were in arrears $780. 83, : 
difficulty of meeting the expense is 
vious. 

2. This problem of raising money 3" 
Reformed Church has not yet been solved. — 
Why are our people less liberal than m ; 
other denominations? Is there a lack o 
piety, consecration, education, or of ii 
est in the salvation of souls? Psye 


rank us neither with the one extrem 
Ideo-motor (Salvation Army) nor with 
other of Critical-Intellectual (Unitarian 
but with the Dogmatico-Emotional (Ba: 
tists, Methodists, Presbyterians) _ 

Temperamentally, it would seem, we 
good company and ought to reach. 
plane of benevolence. Possibly i 
easy-going, conservative, phlegmati 
perament of our people that hold: 
back in giving to the Lord. Unles 
fore, the Church as a whole cat 
spirit of benevolence in greater degr 
could hardly afford the expense 0 
meetings, This, however, is a humil 
confession. 


- 3. Another consideration which t 


ter triennial, as well) ineffectual is that t 
~ General Synod is a revisory, rather than 
originating, body. In fact, about all th 
the General Synod does is to r 
acts of the lower courts and 
new projects for ratification or 
Our system of government being I 
terial and democratic (power fro 
up) rather than Episcopal and 
(power from above down), — 
lation and indeed ultimate 
ae the lower bodies. ; 


is Some of the Vv: 


eral Synod at He vé ee. op 
Christian Scienee, Theosophy. 
Thought, or a paganized Christia: 


ment or of the Catechism, a: 
in the Church ean reach 
declines to act. <A prof 
may — Lesels as 


generally, and 
obsolete, ee : 
chooses to act, 
nothing but p ; 
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IV. By the Rev. Ambrose M. Schmidt, D. D. 


Perhaps this question of change in years 
of meeting would have been discussed 
when General Synod met at Lancaster, Pa., 
in 1914, but for an oversight. When the 
Eastern Synod met at Sunbury in 1913 I 
offered the following resolutions: 

“*Resolved, That Eastern Synod com- 

~mends to the earnest consideration of the 

General Synod of the Reformed Church 
in the United States the advisability of 
holding the stated session of General 
Synod bi-ennially instead of tri-ennially, 
and further, 

““Resolved, That General Synod be re- 
quested to submit said question to the 

_ Classes within the bounds of General Synod 
in the form of an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the Reformed Church in the 
United States.’’ 

By some strange alchemy, these resolu- 


. tions were incorporated in the report of 


the Committee on ‘‘ Resolution of Thanks.’’ 
General Synod’s Committee on Overtures, 
however, found these resolutions and re- 
ported as follows (see page 121, Minutes 
of General Synod, 1914): ‘‘No. 33. Over- 
ture from Eastern Synod regarding Bi- 


_ ennial Sessions of General Synod (p. 172).’’ 


‘*Recommended—A tentative vote with- 

out debate, then if favorable, presentation 
_ of proper form for submission.’’ 

The Minutes add: ‘‘Item was adopted, 
but no further action taken.’’ 

Just why ‘‘no further action,’’ I do not 
know. During these later years, we, as a 
Church, have been making history rapidly. 
Whether we are ready for annual sessions 
of General Synod, is, of course, an open 
question. 


Vv. By the Rev. Dr. A. C. Whitmer 


I thank you for your kind request, an 
honor I take it, concerning an annual meet- 
ing of General Synod. 

I am sorry I cannot give the matter a 
proper discussion, but I can make only a 
brief statement. 

We as a Church have lived long and 
through much since the organization of the 
General Synod, and we have learned much 
and outgrown many things in these fifty 
years. For this let us thank God. 

A triennial General Synod in 1863 was 
undoubtedly the right thing for us at that 
time; but to-day we need something better 
suited to our greater interests. We need 
the annual meeting. 

But with this we need also another thing. 
In these fifty years we have grown to large 

- proportions, and our General Synod has be- 
come too large to be useful. If a smaller 
Classical representation goes with an an- 


nual meeting, then we have solved the 
+. problem. 


at. -8) * 


_ Churches, holding the Presbyterian System, 


ss Bynods. 


I often think of you and of the merciless 
weekly grind (a fine output, I tell you) 
that you must meet. God give you daily 

strength! 


VI. By the Rev. Dr. Samuel Z. Beam 


Your suggestion in the ‘‘ Messenger’? of 
December 26th regarding an annual meet- 
ing of the General Synod instead of the 
triennial, I think, is a good one. ; 
One reason you assign for the change is, 
«Whenever the Council of the Reformed 


has taken any action, things have had to 


53 aie be delayed by reason of the fact that the 
--——s Reformed Church in the United States con- 
__-venes its highest judicatory only once in 


_ three years.’’ The same reason holds good 


regarding actions taken by our Classes and 
 Sucha change would simplify and facili- 
tate the work of all our Boards. It would 


- gecure a more direct and intimate com- 
LS between them and the General 


the meeting is held triennial- 
d number of our ministers 
ation and advantage 
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which attendance at its sessions affords. 
And even if a different set of men were 
elected for every meeting (which is not 
always the case), still a large number 
would never enjoy this privilege, And, 
accordingly, they cannot feel the same in- 
terest in its work as a personal experience 
of and acquaintance with its working 
would insure. And besides, a more fre- 
quent meeting of ministers from all parts 
of the Church would inspire greater respect 
for and mutual confidence in each other. 
Again, in great matters touching the sev- 
eral sections of the ‘Church, a better under- 
standing would prevail, and a unification 
of our work in all the interests and en- 
terprises of the Church, could be carried 
out with a greater unanimity. 

For these and other reasons which might 
be urged for an annual meeting of the 
General Synod, I am heartily in favor of 
the change. And I think all who consider 
the matter carefully will come to the same 
conelusion. 


Tiffin, O. 


VII. By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


The genial Editor of the ‘‘Messenger’’ 
in a recent issue has raised the inquiry 
why the General Synod should not meet 
at more frequent intervals, and has ex- 
pressed his judgment that the same would 
be eminently desirable and practicable. 

I wish simply to confirm the judgment of 
the Editor. The General Synod was organ- 
ized in 1863. It was felt at that time that 
a triennial meeting of that body would suf- 
fice. Doubtless it did suffice at that time. 
The speed limit with which matters both 
in the Church and in the State were con- 
dueted at that time was somewhat slower 
We had no electric appliances then, no 
autos and no other fast moving activities. 
All this has been changed since then. We 
crowd more into a year than our fathers 
did into three years, and this is no reflec- 
tion upon what our fathers did. The very 
exigency of the times in which we live 
seems to demand more frequent meetings of 
the supreme judicatory of the Church. 
Some things cannot wait. Psychological 
moments pass. Think, for example, of what 
transpired during the eighteen months since 
we entered the War. It so happened that 
the General Synod met within two months 
after War was declared, but it was not 
quite in a position at that time to speak 
effectively. It could, however, have done 
so if it had met again in May of the fol- 
lowing year. As a consequence the Re- 
formed Church did not function along War 
activities until almost a year had passed. 

Moreover, the Boards of the General 
Synod are moving forward in their work 
with tremendous strides. It is a positive 
handicap to them to wait three years for 
definite instructions and action on the part 
of their governing body. 

In this day of co-operation and confer- 
ence with other bodies, it is necessary fre- 
quently to hold back action on the part of 
the united councils because our supreme 
judicatory has not had a chance to express 
itself on the question involved. 

The General Synod, again, is intended 
not only to take legislative action in mat- 
ters pertaining to the work of the Church, 
but especially to arouse the morale and 
crystallize the sentiment and express the 
thought of the Church as a whole on any 
great religious issue. Three years is a 
long period to wait for such expression. 
The morale of the Church cannot be sus- 
tained over too long a period of time. 
Fully one year elapses before the recom- 
mendations of General Synod come of- 
ficially before the ‘Classes of the ‘Church. 
Then another year passes before the actior 
of the Classes percolates down to the in- 
dividual congregations. Thus virtually two 
years of the triennium pass before the in- 
dividual congregations come officially to 
face the policies and plans and programs 
recommended by the General Synod. It 


this body were to meet annually this ob- 
viously would be avoided. 

The principal objection to an annual 
meeting seems to be the item of expense. 
We have all along been guilty of the charge 
of counting the cost of Church work in 
dollars and cents. Our dividends may have 
been so small because our investment has 
been meager. If we can secure greater 
spiritual results from more frequent meet- 
ings we should not figure. up the cost on a 
fivancial basis. The example of other de- 
nominations should teach us a lesson on 
this point. The supreme bodies of prae- 
tically all the leading denominations hold 
annual meetings. They evidently see the 
wisdom of it and it might be to our ad- 
vantage if we were to follow their lead. 


VIII. By the Rev. J. M. G. Darms, D. D. 


In my humble judgntent, annual meet- 
ings of our General Synod would be advis- 
able for the following reasons: 

1. The work of the Christian Church, as 
far as the Reformed Church is engaged in 
it, would be lifted to a place of first im- 
portance and made a pivotal point in our 
denominational thinking every year. 

2. The great problems confronting the 
Church at this time and in our age of 
rapid development and world adjustment, 
would be given immediate and spirited at- 
tention without any loss of the spirit gen- 
erated in the hearts of our people, as the 
needs become pressing and the cry resounds 
to put our religion and our faith in action. 

3. Much of life and spirit for our de- 
nomination would be gained by direct touch 
with other great Church bodies, which meet 
annually and act as a clearing house for 
the various propositions that demand the 
interest of the Christian ‘Church and im- 
mediate co-operation on the part of all fed- 
erated bodies. 

4. General Synod as the parent inspira- 
tional body for the entire work of the 
Church would be able to generate more life 
in our Synods, Classes, Consistories and 
congregations, and chadlenge the spirit of 
industry and co-operation to such a degree 
that the response would be given with 
greater heartiness and alacrity and less 
hesitancy than is now often the case, when 
during the many months of meditation and 
disputation, following the meeting of Gen- 
eral Synod, much of the interest which 
gave birth to the commendable resolutions 
of General Synod, is perceptibly lessened 
and frequently hopelessly lost. 

5. By more frequent gatherings com- 
panionships, and conferences and exchanges 
of ideas, greater confidence and a finer 
esprit de corps, a more sympathetic work- 
ing spirit would be wrought among the 
workers, who are to translate the resolu- 
tions of General Synod into a form of life 
and relate the program of the Church to 
the needs of the hour and the present age. 

6. More money could be raised for the 
general work and for specials, if we would 
have a more frequent intelligent presenta- 
tion of the actual momentary conditions 
as they confront the various Boards in the 
space of one year, The larger returns 
would more than warrant the outlay which 
the annual meetings of General Synod 
would incur. 

7. If there were any grievous mistakes 
in any part of the program made by Gen- 
eral Synod, which never claims infallibil- 
ity, or if there were any gross lapses in 
failing to stress important matters, these 
could be corrected within the space of 12 
months and the Church would not need to 
wait for 3 years for the necessary author- 
ization. 


AN INQUIRY 


The ‘‘Lancaster New Era,’’ in its ‘“Ob- 
served and Noted,’’ by Robert B. Risk, 
makes the following observations: 

‘(Mark Twain says: ‘The average 
clergyman, in all countries and of all de- 
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nominations, is a very bad reader. One 
would think he would at least learn how 
to read the Lord’s Prayer, by-and-by, but 
it is not so. He races through it as if he 
thought the quicker he got it in the sooner 
it would be answered. A person who does 


not appreciate the exceeding value of 
pauses and does not know how to measure 
their duration judiciously cannot render 


the grand simplicity and dignity of a com- 
position like that effectively.’ 

‘‘Whatever you iay think of Mark 
Twain’s views as a whole, one thing you 
will admit, and that is, it suggests the 
value of voice culture not only among min- 
isters, but in all of us.’’ 

Is it true that preachers are poor read- 
ers? 

It is said that Booth, the actor, could 
bring tears to an audience by the simple 
reading of the Lord’s Prayer. If actors 
are trained to read and speak properly, 
why should not ministers be so trained? 

Many laymen complain that they suffer 
torments from the way in which ministers 
handle their voices, reading the prayers 
and Seriptures in a perfunctory and slov. 
enly manner and paying no attention what- 
ever to pauses and emphasis. We know 
of one minister who during the war spent 
hours in selecting prayers for the services 
which he fervently and feelingly read to 
the joy of a constantly increasing audi- 
ence; while another minister made a com- 
plete fizzle of his services by attempting 
to dove-tail empty and poorly pronounced 
extempore prayers into the beautiful reg- 
ular prayers of the liturgy. Then again 
many ministers who have naturally good 
vé@ices, by not knowing how to use them, 
literally spoil the entire service. 

Alive to these facts, nearly all the edu- 
cational institutions of the land are insti- 
tuting courses in voice culture. Do they 
need such courses? And is it true that 
our preachers kill the efficiency of religious 
services by not paying proper attention to 
voice culture and the easy (?) matter of 
reading prayers and Scriptures, just as 
many choirs fail to#sing the long meter 
doxology properly because it is so ‘feasy’’? 


We merely put the question. Let others 
answer it. 
Quaesitor 


SALTY RELIGION 
By the Rev. David H. Fouse 


Religion is the salt of human life. It 
loses its savor if it is left in great stone 
or brick jars on prominent street corners. 
Many pearis want it right out of the jar, 
providing it is properly mixed with rhe- 
toric and music.’ Religion, however, like 
salt, must be used in wee quantities and so 
continuously combined with everyday liv- 
ing that its presemce is never apparent. 
Over-salted food is pushed back with dis- 
gust, and an over-pious person gets himself 
and his religion hated.. No one takes a 
tablespoonful of salt in his breakfast 
food Sunday morning and uses none during 
the rest of ‘the week. Religion, adminis» 
tered in doses, is in the hands of weli- 
meaning but misguided advocates. Wheu 
it is made to stand on street corners and 
say long prayers in public as a display of 
itself, men turn away with something of 
resentment in their hearts. God is not 
a campaign, nor a drive, nor a program, 
nor an invocation at the beginning of an 
evening’s exercises. God is Spirit and, 
as the soul of all activities, He sanctifies 
everv human relationship. 
of the new heavens and the new eartu, 
now taking form after the cataclysm of 


war, will be more than ever a Religion of- 


the Spirit. It will still have its purely 
religious forms and places—these will ever 
be vital—but from them it will go out into 
every nook and cranny where life teems 


and silently and as unobtrusively as sait— 


in food give life its saving savor. 


The religion — 


THE ENDOWMENT OF THE HISTORI- 
CAL SOCIETY OF THE REFORMED 
CHURCH 


By the Rev. James Crawford, D. D. 


Is it a fact or a fancy? Neither. It is 
a purpose—a consummation devoutly to be 
wished for, that ought to be, can and will 
be accomplished. Here we have a three- 
fold assurance equivalent to certainty, and 
with confidence we gird ourselves for a 
great effort. However, in the midst of our 
zealful feeling we imagine an obstructing 
brother standing in our way saying: ‘‘This 
is not your year. There are other endow- 
ments and enterprises which claim the 
right of way in their appeals to the benev- 
olent for a share of the loaves and fishes. 
Bide your time and be patient until we are 
provided.’’ Though the utterance seems 
to be of the wet blanket sort we neverthe- 
less preserve a suave demeanor and adopt 
the stand-pat attitude which once char- 
acterized Martin Luther. The difficulty 
with the obstructor is that he is thinking 
of dollars. We are not in quest of them. 
The endowment we have in mind is not to 
be realized in the coin of the realm, of 
which there is generally a scarcity in our 
parsonages, but in historical material with 
which they are abundantly supplied. 


Our project has two phases, the endow- 
ment of the Historical Society of the Re- 
formed Church with an Historical Library 
and Museum. The Library being the more 
important should be first considered. But 
again the obstructing brother may inter- 
pose with the query: ‘‘Why another, since 
our Colleges and Seminaries are well equip- 
ped with fine libraries?’’ True, but they 
are necessarily of a general character. 
None of them make a specialty of collect- 
ing material pertaining to the history of 
the Reformed Church. Our object is to 
specialize in this particular field. When 
we realize that ours is an old Church— 
that on this side of the Atlantic we can 
go back about two hundred years, and can 
add two more hundred to them on the other 
side of the swelling flood, we feel some- 
what as St. John did when he said with 
regard to the words of Jesus: ‘‘I suppose 
that even the world itself could not con- 
tain the books that should be written.’’ 
Much has been, is now being and yet re- 
mains to be written concerning our origin 
and progress. We have a rich historical 
heritage. Our Church Fathers blazed a 
way through these four centuries to make 
the world safe for democracy and to de- 
fend the right of every man to worship 
God according to the dictates of his con- 
science. The history of their struggles 
furnishes dreams for the aged and visions 
for our youth. Our historical records de- 
serve a special niche—the place of honor 
in our temples of learning in order that 
the heroic deeds of the Fathers may be 
kept green in our memories and as sources 
of inspiration to walk in their footsteps. 


For the accomplishment of this endow- 
ment project we need books upon the his- 
tory of the Church in Europe and America, 
both direct and collateral, Catechisms, and 
simplifications of them, of which there are 
many; Liturgies, Hymnals, Synodical and 
Classical Minutes, congregational histories, 
historical pamphlets, sermons and ad- 
dresses, printed or in manuscript; cata- 
logues of our educational institutions and 
the literature connected with them; re- 
ports of 'the Boards of the Church and of its 
various benevolent institutions. We are 
also very anxious to secure all the books 
which have been written by ministers and 
members of the Reformed Church. In fact, 


we wish to secure everything het geste 


upon its origin and progress. — * 

Such is our effort. In ¢ : 
we need your sympathy and 
count upon your co-operati 
itv. Asa further incentiv 
ooreras of a ie me it 


and members of the Church to build the 


it is probable you will forge 


Moses, the 


as ‘‘The Memorial Library of the His- 
torical Society of the Reformed Clurch,’* 
in honor of the Fathers of our Church. - 
Every book or article contributed will be 
labeled, ‘‘Presented to the Memorial Li- 
brary of the Historical Society by ee 
With the gift goes the name of the giver. 
‘We have spoken of imagined obstrue- 
tionists. They were only imaginary. And 
now a brother of another and of the right. 
sort, hearing of our project exclaims: ‘41 
like your endowment idea. It’s a call to 
build a monument. I ask the privilege of 
laying the foundation for the building of 
a great superstructure.’’ Just here we beg 
leave to give a few of the titles which he 
has contributed toward the foundation: a3 
Ranke’s History of the Reformation; Life ea 
of Ulric Zwingli; Life of Martin Luther; 
Bullinger’s Decades; The Zurich Letters; 
The Tercentennary Edition of the Heidel- 
berg Catechism; The Minutes of the ~~ 
-Coetus; The Life of John Philip Boehm; — ; 
The Life of Michael Schlatter; The i 


History of the Dutch Reformed Chur : ten 
(6 volumes); complete bound sets of t ee 
Minutes of the Eastern, Pittsburgh cand — 
Potomac Synods, and several volumes of ae, 
the Ohio Synod (about 25 volumes) ; The 
Mercersburg Review from 1849 to 1919 ; 
(67 volumes); Neander’s Church History 
(10 volumes); The Tercentennary Monu- 
ment; The de luxe History of the Reformed 
Church; Life of Dr. John W. Nevin; Cr a 
and Customs; The Origin of the Reform 
Church; Liturgies; Hymnals. | + 
Our ‘enthusiastic friend assures us_ 
will fill in the foundation with at leas 
volumes. Now it is up to the mini 


perstructure. Your contributions may be 
smaller, but they will be none Mes E 
acceptable, You no doubt have heard - 
we expect to take possession of our 1 
depository in the annex to the Theol 
Seminary at the May commence: 
which time there will be an exhibit 
historical material now in our posse 
and which will be contributed before | ; 
opening. An address will be delivered 
that occasion by Rev. Dr. H. M. J. Kle 
the Audenried Professor of Histo 
Franklin and Marshall College. Con 
tions of books and historical material f 
the Library and Museum should be dire 
ed to the Historical Society of the 
formed Church, Lancaster Pa. They y 
receive the “courteous attention of 
Dr. George W. Richards, Professor ¢ 
Church History in the Theological ‘Sen 
nary. As the Library will be used 
many persons, duplicate copies can | S 
to advantage. In making up your lis 
not fail to remember the need of rar 
curious things for the Museum. eo 
We speak of the opening of the dey 
itory in May. Please do not put off 
ing your contribution to some con 
time. DO IT NOW. If you p 


with a heartful feeling « U 
we counit upon ha eon: hig i 


“‘The secret things b ) 
our God; but those » 
vealed belong unto 1 us 


forever, that we an 
this law.’’ 


God’s ancient, 
the most ere 
divine revela 
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temporary relief could be afforded to his 
misery because of his failure to heed the 
testimony of Moses and the prophets while 
‘on earth. There is no warrant in the sacred 
Scriptures for any one to believe in a fu- 
ture probation or another trial for those 
who have had opportunity to know the 
will of God during their earthly sojourn. 
“‘Tf they hear not Moses and the prophets 
neither will they be persuaded, though one 
rose from the dead,’’ were the words of 
Abraham to the rich worldling. Those. 
words were verified in his own experience 
_by the Saviour soon afterwards. The same 
impenitent and rebellious generation who 
refused to accept Him and His teachings 
j refused to accept the indubitable testimony 
_ of the Apostles authenticated by the Holy 
‘Ghost respecting His resurrection. 

2 Jesus and the Resurrection, Christ and 
Him crucified, were the great themes of 
Apostolic preaching on Pentecost and 
afterwards, yet in Jerusalem and at Athens 
that testimony was rejected by multitudes 
of unbelieving Jews and Gentiles. 

‘But while in duty bound to receive and 
obey the testimonv of the inspired writers 

; as revealed in the sacred Scriptures, we 

c must be careful not to substitute our own 

te opinions as a rule of action in place of the 

bs divine oracles. This seems to be the case 
with some who have 
about praying for the dead. There is no 
Scriptural authority for such a practice 
and those who do it seem to want to be 
wiser than what is written. The only 
_ _- :~Seripture offered for such a custom is the 
4 obscure passage I Cor. 15: 19 about per- 


are sons being ‘‘baptized for the dead.’’ No 
aa passage of Scripture is more vague or puz- 
i. zling to commentators. A dozen different 
ae views have been given as regards its prop- 
i er meaning. But none of them will jus- 

flea tify us in trying to make it the basis of a 


= al doctrine or custom for ‘Christian believers. 
pais Those who die as Christians are as blessed 
as they can be in their disembodied state. 
They rest from their labors. They abide 
-in hope as to their bodies and in joy as 
to their souls, awaiting the full consumma- 
tion of redemption and blessedness in the 
glorification of body, soul and spirit in the 
life everlasting at the second coming of our 
Lord and Saviour. They are comforted 
like Lazarus in the fellowship of Abraham 
and all the glorious company of all the 
faithful who have died in the Lord. As 
one of the great Church fathers declared, 
natural affections are a wrong foundation 
on which to base Christian doctrines. 
One of the distinctions between the Lu- 
theran and Reformed people in Reforma- 
tion days consisted in their different views 
of Sacred Seriptures. The Reformed in- 
sisted on Scriptural authority for every 
doctrine or custom of the Church and strict. 
adherence to the same. The Lutherans 
were not so strict. We see this in their 
treatment of the Ten Commandments. The 


given by Moses in the Sacred Scriptures. 
The Lutherans followed the Roman Catho- 
se E lies by omitting the Second Commandment, 
relating to image worship, and dividing 
the Tenth in an arbitrary Ged so as to 

_make the required number. 

We must not only not seek to be wiser 
3 than what is written, but we must heed 
and obey what is written. The Scriptures 
are given by divine inspiration and are 
able to make us wise unto salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Gospel reveals clearly what was 
oreshadowed in the Old Dispensation. 
God speaks to us in the Person and King: 
om of His only begotten Son. ‘‘How 
all we escape if we neglect so great sal- 
tion?’’ Faith which works by love, in 
1 mediational Person and work of Jesus 
hrist, is the great essential condition of. 
tion. It. behooves us to love and 

Hin Te ‘st loved us and gave 

» There is no other name 
whe eby we ean be saved. 
e u nto the Lpttexniont: 


recently written © 


Reformed held them and taught them as — 


_ Peace? 


all that come unto God by Him. We are 
poor sinners, but Christ Jesus is a greater 
Saviour—able to save even the chief of 
sinners. 


Overlea, Md. 


THE ROAD TO PEACE 


By T. H. Acheson, Ph. D., 


Chairman Executive Committee, National 
Reform Association. 


The great question before the assembled 
Peace Conference, before the civilized 
world, and upon the heart of every patriot, 
is, What will secure peace, a just peace, a 
peace fair to all peoples, and a permanent 
peace? On what basis can such a peace be 
assured? 

It will certainly not come merely as the 
result of the crushing and restraint of Ger- 
many, the home of the monster of autoe- 
racy and militarism. It is true that the 
fangs of the serpent must be extracted. 
But human nature is the same it has al- 
ways been. Sin still prevails in the hearts 
of men. Satan is still active. Germany’s 
overthrow is not sufficient. 

Nor will the punishment of the arch- 
conspirators against the world’s liberty 
and the instigators of horrid atrocity be 
sufficient. Such a course would be a good 
antidote against the recurrence of war, for 
it would make rulers in the days to come 
think twice before plunging their people 
into war; but it would not be enough. 

Treaties of peace cannot secure us abso- 
lutely against war. ‘They are most im- 
portant, and when entered into properly go 
far to prevent hostilities; but treaties did 
exist before this recent war, and there is 
no certain guarantee that rulers may not 
again regard treaties as scraps of paper. 

Disarmament also is not sufficient in it- 
self. It must take place in considerable 
measure, but it cannot wholly occur under 
present world conditions. Who will’ dis- 
arm first? How far shall we disarm? It 
is not easy yet to say. There is no full 
answer here. 

Nor, in addition to what has been men- 
tioned will the granting of sovereign 
rights, the giving of independence and 
governmental freedom to hitherto oppress- 
ed peoples be any sure guarantee of lasting 
peace. It will remove grounds for trouble, 
but will not remove warlike tendencies 
from such peoples, nor insure them from 
depredations from without. 


The growth of democracy throughout the 
world does not carry’ with it the guaran- 
tee of permanent peace. Democracy is the 
divine plan for civil government, but it is 


no cure-all for the ills of civil society. 


Vox populi vox Dei may be a slander 


~ against the great white throne. Democracy 


as well as autocracy can sin grievously 
against both God and man. 

But to proceed further. Shall we find 
a proper and true basis for permanent 
peace in a great League of Nations for 
It is to be hoped that at this 
truly great council in Europe there shall be 
formed among the civilized nations of the 
world, on a righeous basis, such a League 
that will cast stout anchors to windward 
to keep nations from plunging into war. 
In connection with it, or as a part of it, 


‘there should be a World Tribunal for the 


settlement of all international questions 
that cannot be settled by the governments 
more immediately concerned. And also as 
a necessary corollary to such a League and 
Tribunal, there would need to be an Inter- 
national Police Force to carry out, if neces- 
sary, the decisions of the Tribunal. The 
‘Tribunal would need some military power, 
and might occupy an invaluable place in 
wise provisions for peace. ; 
‘All these measures are prominent in 
Euan: minds. They are important. They 
are in harmony with God’s plans for na- 
tions. But all of them taken together do 


not form a bulwark sufficiently high and 


_ strong to hold back the flood tide of war 


in some critical hour of aroused national 
ambition, cupidity or resentment. They 
are not a complete guarantee. Such plans 
partake too much of merely human wis- 
dom. They are good, but not fundamen- 
tal. They are not founded on the rock. 
The problems of true and permanent peace 
are solved only by the principles of the 
Christian religion. For all the ills that 
afflict the individual and the world only 
one solution can be offered; and that is— 


God! ‘‘Say among the nations, Jehovah 
? 
reigneth! r9” 
But let it be clearly marked in this 


connection that for permanent peace we 


eed more than the prevalence of moral 


and Christian sentiment among us. This 
has not prevented war in the past. It 
did not prevent our civil war. Nor is a 
revival of evangelical religion wholly suf- 
ficient to prevent war. A world revival 
would be a great barrier to war, but might 
not be enough. Not merely in the growth 


‘of individual religion do we find the cure 


for war. There is a clear distinction be- 
tween the religion of a man and the re- 
ligion of a nation. Both are necessary as 
the guarantee against war. Christianity, 
to be full-orbed and effective. must be in- 
dividual and institutional and interna- 
tional. 


Facing the vast problem of reconstruc- 
tion amid the ruins of the greatest and 
most destructive war ever waged in hu- 
man history, the world never needed more 
to learn distinctly and comprehensively 
that the nation is a moral being with its 
own direct and responsible relation to 
God; that the Bible contains laws for the 
nation and its government as certainly as 
it does for the individual and the Church; 
that, while the Church and State should 
not be united, it is absolutely essential 
that Christianity and the State should 
never be separated; that law hath its seat 
in the bosom of God,'that men cannot make 
law, and the lawgiver must come down 
from the mount; that all human rulers 
are subject to the Governor among the 
nations, receive their authority from Him 
through the peoples, and are solemnly. re- 
sponsible to God for the exercise of their 
power; that the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
Prince of the kings of the earth, and that 
all nations and rulers must honor and 
obey Him; that such honor and obedience 
have a direct relation ‘to the bestowment 
of His power and favor for national pros- 
perity and peace; that nations shoulda 
make His law the corner-stone of their 
governmental fabric; and that all treaties 
of peace should be made in the name of 
God, and of Christ: Amen! 


It would be a most helpful course for 
the world, and a most encouraging ground 
for assurance of success, if the coming 
Peace Conference in Europe would begin 
its work in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and if the stipulations of the peace 
treaty would conform to the principles of 
the Christian religion so far as they ap- 
ply to present problems in civil life. In 
hoc signo vinces! May the Star of Beth- 
lehem rest above the House of Peace at 
Versailles! 

‘“‘Unto us a child is born, unto us 
a Son is given,’’ Whose name is called 
‘«Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, 
the Everlasting Father, the Prince: of 
Peace.’’ On His shoulders rests the: gov- 
ernment of this world. Of the increase 
of His government and of His peace there 
shall be no end. And only in submission 
and obedience to Him will the nations’ 
rulers and the diplomats of the world in 
their search for peace find the true path- 
way to its permanent goal. 


REGARDING THE TRUTH 


‘(De truth ain’t allus easy to git at,’’ 
said Uncle Ehen, ‘CA man kin sometimes 
say sumpin’ in half a minute dat he can’t 
explain in five years.’’—Washington Star. 


0 ree cere seem 


A LABOR OF LOVE 
By W. J. Wiest 


PART IV. CASUALTY LISTS 


The early Christian Church furnished a 
long casualty list of noble saints who 
toiled and fought and bled and died for 
the cause of their great Leader. For thé 
sake of principle, the martyrs died oft- 
times the most ignominious death for the 
life of the Church, adding their names to 
the list with Stephen, the first, and win- 
ning for themselves a crown of immortal 
renown. Nor did they die in vain, for the 


faith they defended still lives, and shall. 


live forevermore. i 

Even in these latter days, in the face 
of threatening massacre, converts to the 
Cross in many lands are loyal to the Way, 
to the very end, with magnificent proofs 
of unflinching heroism. 

But in Christian lands, where the su- 
preme price of faith is not so likely to be 
exacted, professing followers are inclined 
to ‘‘take their ease in Zion.’’ They do 
not realize the seriousness of the war- 
fare that claims their service and their 
sacrifice, and there is a mocking emptiness 
in their singing, 


‘<Must I be earried to the skies 
On flowery beds of ease, 
While others fought to wim the prize 
And sailed through bloody seas?’’ 


* What more is needed in proof than the 
fact that because of principal (not princi- 
ple) and interest (not interestedness) many 
a Church which ought to be financially 
equipped to carry out a program of social 
service on a creditable scale, must on the 
other hand conduct its activities on a 
credit basis, and, as it were, fight for a 
living in the face of a crushing mortgage 
of indebtedness? 


To the exclusion of the Christian mar- 
_tyrs and the missionaries who have be- 
come feasts for cannibals there have been 
only a few isolated cases of religious work- 
ers whose zeal has proved fatal. 


True, ‘‘like a mighty army, moves the 
Church of God,’’ yet not without a grave 
easualty list; not of those .‘‘killed in ac- 
tion,’’ but of those who are found ‘‘miss- 
ing.’’ 

The year 1918 brought Superintendent 
Reese, of the Fair Hill Sunday School, a 
burden of sore perplexity. His corps of 
workers was greatly diminished by the 
solemn demands of the Great War which 
summoned thirty or more stalwart young 
men from the ranks of the school. 

In the midst of these trying cireum- 
stances those who were not called into the 
national service should have redoubled 
their efforts in the Sunday School. Yet, 
sad to state, on the contrary, one by one 
the ‘‘pillars’’?’ began to withdraw their 
support. 

Little wonder that Superintendent Reese 
chose to refer to those who forsook him 
and fled as his ‘‘casualty list of the miss- 
ing. ) 

The List 


Miss Rockaway—Resigned as superin- 


tendent of Cradle Roll. 
other than ‘‘because.’’ 

Mrs. Baker—Gave up her position as 
Home Department visitor, on the grounds 
that the work of quarterly visitation prov- 
ed ‘‘too arduous.’’ 

Mr. James—Reliquished his post as Pri- 
mary Superintendent, for the reason that 
his occupation required Sunday work and 


No reason given 


- 
Ee ee 
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HOME AND YOUNG FOLKS 


thus prevented him from fulfilling his 
duties. 

Mr. Lovejov—though elected, declined to 
be installed as assistant superintendent, 
simply because of his preference for Sun- 
day tennis. Praise his sinful sincerity! 

Three teachers thought ‘‘war work’’ so 
important that they were justified in giv- 
ing up the Lord’s work. 

While all these resignations and other 
disappointments weighed heavily upon Sw 
perintendent Reese, the thing that placed 
the greatest burden upon his heart. was a 


letter of withdrawal received one day 


from Mrs. Derr, an ardent worker and 
teacher in the Sunday School since its very 
inception, to which he replied as follows: 
My dear Mrs. Derr: 

It is to me a matter of sincere regret 


that your spirit of helpfulness should be ~ 


withdrawn from our counsels, especially 
when I recall that you were instrumental 
in organizing the Sunday School at Fair 
Hill. 

However, since you feel yourself con- 
strained to devote your labors to another 
field, you may rest assured that the influ- 


ence of your faithful service at Fair Hill. 


will still go on and continue to bear fruit. 

The future success of Fair Hill Sunday 
School is to me a matter of deep concern; 
and especially as the number of workers 
on whom I can rely is constantly decreas- 
ing. 

One of ihe most faithful of the younger 
men of the School is Tom Allen, in whom 
his .class of boys have always found a 
splendid example of Christian manhood. I 
have been brought very close to Tom dur- 
ing the past year as a member of the class 
in Teacher Training. During this coming 


week he will leave for service in the army. ~ 
Wisi 


This is a period of great sacrifice. 
need Tom and the other boys at Fair Hill, 
but our country has far greater need of 
them now. And I am sure that God will 
take care of a young man who goes forth to 
service bearing with him a copy of the 
Christmas service in which he had hoped 
to participate, in order that he might be- 
guile the monotony of camp life with little 
private rehearsals. Pray for Tom, and for 
all the boys. 


Sincerely, 
Your former Co-worker, 
C. A. Reese 
(To Be Continued) 


MRS. BED’S PARTY — 


“Seems to me it’s time to get ready for 
the party. Put away ie playthings, chil- 
dren.’? 

Dotty pouted just a little, but Bobby put 
his soldiers away at once; their mother 
always made Mrs. Bed’s parties seem very 
attractive. 

‘*Who will be at the party, mother?’ y 
they asked. It was always the same peo- 
ple at every party, but the children were 


never tired of hearing their mother name 


the guests. 4 r 


‘«Well, Mrs. Mattress will e ther 0. Bhe 


always helps Mrs. Bed m 
happy and contented. As 
tiring nature, very littl 
her, but her presence 

Mr. and Mrs. Sheet w 


Mr. Bolster; the Mi 
theta pa OT 


- The idol of our land, o'er ne 


- When piloting our ship with inet 


during the summer. As they are twins 
you will not know one from the other, but 
you will not care; both are agreeable. 
‘*Mr. Spread will be there early in the 
evening, but before the party begins he — 
usually goes away with Mr. Footboard. It — 
is the same with Miss Counterpane. She 
helps during the day, but she never stays: 
to the party.’’ - 
Dotty took her little candle, and Bobby — 
held her trailing, white gown, and joyousl: 
they followed their mother up the prods 
stairs to Mrs. Bed’s party. -—Youlls Com- 
panion. 


THE DEATH OF THEODORE ROOS! : 
ee estoy 


Written for ‘‘The Messenger’? by: ‘sipk 
Francis Rederus 


(The meaning of Theodore is ‘ gift 
God;’’ of Roosevelt, ‘‘a field of roses 
Author’s note. ) 


* 


silent et 


lions weep. 
Our flag at half-mast floats, th 
heart to eee 


low. 
Why such far-spreading riots Review 
grand career, — 
So noble and so pee and reaso 
clear. b 
As citizen and Chief unique and 
stands, 
Among our choicest souls and those 
lands. 


souls, = 
He safely geaiea the ‘State snd 
ing, dangerous shoals. 
He honored family life, ‘its glori 
revealed 
In his own model home, | with i 
honor sealed. ft 
He dealt race-prejudice a powerf 
_ ning blow, ° Aig 
He saw it just for wee it ah 
unjust foe. = 
He showed how to avoid 
lence — 


Se 


He moved with grace, and 
nation’s i Me 


tain, 
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THROUGH SUFFERING TO GLORY 


(Lines written to Emil P. Herbruck, D. D., 
by his old classmate, Professor Frank 
Grether, of the Mission House.) 


Now, giddy World, farewell to thee! 

My Lord and Saviour ealleth me; 

Nor can I go to meet my God 

Unless I tread the path He trod. 

: . Through suffering to glory He 

Hath shown the way of God to me; 
And that’s the way that I must go, 
Because His love constrains me so. 


Yea, Sorrow, too, hath her delights: 
Through tears we see God’s mountain 
heights, 

Their rosy hues, their burning gold, 
That eyes undimmed can ne’er behold. 
His Father’s house, that home so fair, 
What dear companionship is there! 
And what delights, forever new, 

' Its pleasant prospects bring to view! 


What rippling waters, and what trees 
Upon their banks, where companies 
Of saints in glad surprise will tell 
ee Some ever new-found miracle! 
For angels there with God will vie 
To serve the things that satisfy; 
And homesick souls, their trials o’er, 
Will feel at home forevermore. 


As watchmen yearn for break of day, 
My soul upon its darksome way, 
Upheld alone by His sweet grace, 
Is yearning for the Master’s face. 
ae A hungry man would eat his fill; 

Oe A babe, just weaned, is hard to still: 
But I must still my soul to wait 
Until my Lord unlock the gate. 


+My Lord it now doth often please 

+o bring me weeping to my knees. 
dn pain, or fear, or some great wrong 
To ery, ‘‘How long, O Lord, how long?’’ 
But then the mellow, peaceful light 

_ Of His calm face will greet my sight, 

And I shall hear His voice so sweet, 

And worship at His nail-scarred feet. 


The Christian World 


A LETTER FROM CALIFORNIA 


; (The following interesting letter, written 
_ by Rey. Dr. 8. B. Mase to the people of 
his former parish in Greensburg, Pa., will, 
_we believe, be read with pleasure and profit 
by many in the ‘‘Messenger’’ family, and 
we are very glad to have the privilege of 
presenting it here.) 
My Dear People: 
I simply cannot refrain from sending 
you a New Year’s greeting and a whole 
bundle of good wishes. Neither can I do 
otherwise than speak of you as ‘‘My Peo- 
__ ple.’? Inasmuch as none has as yet been 
chosen as my successor in the pastoral of- 
fice, there can be no danger of infringing 
upon anyone’s rights by this message of 
love and good will from my pen. You are 
much in my thoughts and have so strong a 
hold upon my heart that it can never slip. 
The tie that binds me to you is unbreak- 
able. 
r I am writing these friendly lines on the 
second day in the New Year. Yesterday 
Mrs. Mase and I journeyed to Pasadena. 
That enchanting city, nestled at the base of 
the towering mountains and amid orange 
ie - groves and gardens of amazing beauty, was 
the mecca of many pilgrims. There was a 
tremendous outpouring of people. The 
- Tournament of Roses, always held in Pasa- 
z: |New Year’s Day, was the great at- 
The day was ideal. The sun 
1one brightly from morn until night. The 
ageant was magnificent. There were huge 
oats smothered in all kinds of flowers. 
, were most artistic in design, em- 
hed with the trappings of war and 
v Is of peace. On these floats were 
he prettiest girls a man 


d such a way as to enhance 
ne bese aes 


eee ok. 4 


. rs 


_of Mrs. Laura Fulmer Anderson. 


ood fortune to see—all of 
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their natural beauty and carrying multi-col- 
ored parasols to shield them from the ardent 
and admiring sun. Of the loads and loads of 
roses in evidence these maidens in gauzy 
garments were by far the prettiest. From 
his burning throne the King of Day beamed 
warmly upon this truly marvelous pageant. 

To Easterners such a celebration on New 
Year’s Day seems decidedly novel. To 
stand upon the greensward, in the warm 
sunshine, and witness a moving mass of 
brilliant flowers creeping slowly along the 
street at this season of the year impressed 
us strangely. Several times I wondered 
if I were not dreaming. In the East snow 
and ice are apt to greet the New Year. 
Frost crystals are hung upon his brow. He 
is robed in ermine. To keep warm is the 
worry of human beings. Some men cele- 
brate by rushing out of one place into 
another to keep comfortable by standing 
up against steam radiators for their out- 
sides and against another ‘‘fixture’’ to 
put warmth into their insides. Happily 
this latter custom is destined soon to dis- 
appear. 

It is interesting to observe how various 
are the ways by which the New Year is 
celebrated in different parts of the world. 
In China, the people celebrate the day by 
paying all their debts, while in slow Phila- 
delphia, the custom is to eelebrate by in- 
creasing the speed limit on Chestnut street 


from one mile an hour to a mile and 4 


quarter. 

For me the beginning of this year was 
different from others when my festivities 
were steam-heated and my’ enjoyment in- 
sulated in woolens of the heaviest sort. 
After having gone through all that for 
years and years, I experienced a certain 
kind of excitement that tingles in my 
blood yet, when I found another way in 
a land where the sun shines warm and flow- 
ers bloom and oranges ripen while one 
year dies and another is born. 

Now this suggests the thought that New 
Year’s should be a glad time. The world 
needs to learn again the art to smile. We 
have had sorrows enough for a long time. 
We have sat for weary months at the fire- 
side of grief. Now that the war is over, 
let us learn how to make merry once more. 
We are to remember that this world is now 
a new world and the best im all the ages. 
Men have clothed themselves in new robes 
of valor, while women are arrayed in a 
glory that transcends the greatest glories 
of the past. 

Not only has a New Year dawned, but a 
new era as well. To bear an honorable 
part in it should be our aim and endeavor. 
Let us be glad the little while we are here 
and do what we can to make others glad. 

These are wonderful days for Americans. 
Saving the day as we did for freedom and 
civilization, we may well take off our hats 
to the past and our coats to the future. 
Feelings not to be expressed are in our 
hearts and notes of praises are.on our lips. 
Music is in the air, also the Stars and 
Stripes. Let us love our country with a 
new fervor, go to Church more frequently, 
and give a little more when the money 
baskets are passed. 

A great sadness came into our hearts 
soon after our arrival in Los Angeles. It 
was a crushing sorrow caused by the death 
We at- 
tended her funeral. I made an address and 
laid upon her casket a tribute, though not 
as choice a tribute as she deserved... As 
Edith and Mr. Anderson stood beside the 
bier, Mrs. Mase and I went and stood be- 
side them and wept with them. Laura was 
a true-hearted girl; for years she was a 
member of the Second Church, lifting up 
her voice as a member of the choir in the 
service of song and giving of her very 


best to the work of the Sunday School. In 


a lovely spot where flowers bloom and 
birds sing all the year around, and 2,500 


‘miles from her native town we laid her 


cold form, there to sleep the years away. 


It was all very sad. Our hearts went out 


| 11 


in sympathy to the sorrowing ones at home. 

I must close. I hope I have not wearied 
you. As a congregation may you have 
peace, happiness and a prosperous year. 

To all who are weary, to all who mourn, 
to all who are carrying burdens, to every 
member and friend of the Second Church, 
let me speak the season’s joy and a happy 
New Year. 

Sincerely, 


S. B. Mase 
Los Angeles, Cal., January 2, 1919. 


THE LITTLE HOME PAPER 


By Charles Hanson Towne, in American 
Magazine 


The little home paper comes to me, 

As badly printed as it can be; 

It’s ungrammatical, cheap, absurd— 

Yet how I love each intimate word! 

For here-am I in the teeming town, 

Where the sad, mad people rush up and 
down, 

And it’s good to get back to the old lost 
place, 

And gossip and smile for a little space. 


The weather is hot; the corn erop’s good; 

They’ve had a piemic in Sheldon’s Wood. 
And Aunt Maria was sick last week; 

Ike Morrison’s got a swollen cheek. 

And the Squire was hurt in a runaway— 


More shocked than bruised, I’m glad to. 


say. 
Bert Wills—I used to play ball with him— 
Is working a farm with his Uncle Jim. 


The Red Cross ladies gave a tea, 

And raised quite a bit. Old Sol MacPhee 

Has sold his house on Lincoln Road— 

He couldm’t carry so big a load. 

The Methodist minister’s had a call 

From a wealthy parish near St. Paul. 

And old Herb Sweet is married at last— 

He was forty-two. How the years rush 
past! 

But here’s an item that makes me see 

What a puzzling riddle life can be. 

“‘Kd Stokes,’’ it reads, ‘‘was killed in 
France 

When the Allies made their last advance.’’ 

Ed Stokes! That boy with the laughing 
eyes 

As blue as the early summer skies! 

He wouldn’t have killed a fly—and yet, 

Without a murmur, without a regret, 


He left the peace of our little place, 

And went away with a light in his face; 

For out in the world was a job to do, 

And he wouldn’t come home until it was 
through! 

Four thousand miles from our tiny town 

And its hardware store, this boy went 
down. 

Such a quiet lad, such a simple chap— 

But he’s put East Dunkirk on the map! 


WHEN FRED ‘‘WENT WEST’’—HIS 
BODY AN OFFERING 


By Rev. W. A. Bartlett, D. D. 


It was a little after 2 in the morning 
when the telephone rang insistently. The 
first call started, or mingled with, dreams 
of our soldier; but the repeated call found 
us asking each other, in some alarm, what 
it could be, although we had a premoni- 
tion. A strange voice answered our 
‘¢Well,’’? by the question, ‘‘Is this Way- 
side 2890?’’ We said it was, and asked who 
was speaking. That question was ignored, 
and a deep bass voice said, ‘‘If you wish 
to see Lieutenant Fred be at dock—at 4 
o’clock, in less than 2 hours—Get that?’ 
We repeated the instructions, and just as 
we were about to ask more questions, 
there was the click denoting the receiver 
hung up at the other end of the line. 

Then in the dark and chill of the early. 
morning we talked of the message—was it 
a fake? Who was it spoke? Should we 
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go? And finally the decision to take ad- 
vantage of what might be a message from 
Fred himself. 

Cars were running only at long intervals, 
the night was rough and the distance 
great; but if it meant the last glimpse of 
Fred before he sailed, the price of a taxi 
curtly stated over the ’phone, was no ex- 
travagance, although to be ill-afforded un- 
der any other circumstances. Is there any 
more depressing time, especially for a mys- 


terious message, than the early morning, 
when the house is cold and dark and your 
nerves ure shaken by the suddenness of it 
all. The grimness of it, this war, and the 
secrecy, and imperativeness, and the sud- 
den hanging up of the ’phone by one who 
would say nothing more! It all gave a new 
and ereepy aspect to war’s fearfulness. 
Our talk was subdued and far from cheer- 
ful, as we hastily dressed. The bell rang 
long and loud before we were ready: the 
taxi man added to the inexorableness of 
the occasion. 
* * * * * * 

What of Fred, the boy always laughing, 
and so devoted ‘to his home? We won- 
dered if that smile was gone this morning. 
Did he think he must slip away without a 
glimpse of those he loved most? No, hur- 
ry, not a moment must be lost. It might 
have been a good angel with the deep 
voice who, out of kindness, gave us this 
opportunity. 

The taxi could not go fast enough, 
bumping often over rough roads and those 
perpetually in repair. We dismissed the 
chauffeur after filling his hands with 
money indifferently received but emphatic- 
ally demanded. 

As we approached the dock, a sentry 
loomed up before us, holding his gun in 
front of our faces, saying, ‘‘You can’t go 
any farther: what do you want?’’ 

We told him of Fred, and that we hoped 
to get a final glimpse of him before he 
went across. But the young man in khaki 
was inexorable. ‘‘My orders are to allow 
no one to pass.’’ 

So we wandered back and forth in the 
dark, while the wind howled derisively, as 
if the devil or the Kaiser were rejoicing 
that we could not even wave good-bye to 
Fred. 

* * * * * * 

Suddenly we heard a curious sound—the 
shuffling tramp of many fect. Not the 


sound of a voice, but this rhythmie move-' 


ment of myriads of unseen feet. Then 
there were muffled orders, and a change in 
direction. We rushed over toward the 
sound, and saw a long dark mass which 
moved quickly down toward the dock where 
a great black shape loomed against a gray 
background. Then a voice said almost in 
our ears, ‘‘This way;’’ and stumbling over 
boards and rough places, we found our- 
selves under a roof and a beam of light 
shining across a sea of faces which came 
on and on. And there was Fred! He saw 
us before we saw him. I shall never forget 
that smile. It was the old smile, but there 
was no mocking, fun-making laughter in 
it. It was as tender as a woman’s—glad- 
ness and surprise were mingled in it, with 
a touch of wistfulness we had never seen, 


‘sinice his long sickness as a little boy. 


Tt was a surprise that we were permitted 
to press up to the lines and grasp the 
hand Fred held out. Both of us held his 
hand, as for a moment the line stopped in 
response to a curt ‘‘Halt.’’ 

There seemed to be others, but at the 
time we gave no heed to them. It was an 
after remembrance that there were other 
men and women grasping hands and whis- 
pering almost desperately, and crying. 
Yes, even men cried. ‘‘Buck up,’’ said 
Fred, ‘‘Don’t you ery,’’ and we laughed 
in that semi-hysterical way, which is so 
near to tears, and assured him we had not 
thought of it. 

“*Gee, but I’m glad they got you. This 
is great. Now T ean go feeling fine and 
‘dandy. Say, write soon. They all say that 
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letters are the best ever.’’?’ That was about 
all, except some almost incoherent remarks, 
for the column was moving now. The beam 
of light disappeared. Harsh-sounding or- 
ders were given, and soon a young man in 
khaki, with a gun, came and said not un- 
kindly, ‘‘ Move back now—everybody back 
—you can’t see them again.’’ As we mov: 
ed out we discovered that somehow the 
place had been closed, and we came to a 
door guarded by sentries. A strong light 
struck across every face, and name, address 
and occupation of each one was taken 
down, and several who could not give a 
good account of themselves were detained. 
* * * * * * 

Then game that long silence until the 
released postal from Washington told us of 
the safe arrival on the other side—a postal 
Fred had written himself, laughingly, but 
which meant so much now. After awhile 
letters came of the wonderful treatment in 
England, of estates visited, and gracious 
hospitalities from lords and ladies who vied 
with each other to show kindness to the 
boys from the United States. 

Then came letters from France—poor, 
brave France! Fred was in an old stone 
house burning candles as he wrote, before 
tackling a heap of letters he must censor 
before he went to bed. He said it was a 
wonderful country. The people actually 
kissed the hem of their garments, and made 
them feel so cheap. Brave but ‘sorrow- 
stricken mothers brought their little father- 
less children for the American doctors to 
treat. And how kind the military men 
were! To these French women, they seem- - 
ed like Jesu Himself. One mother brought ~ 
her little girl who had been—‘‘My God,’’ 
said Fred, ‘‘I can’t write about it. If I 
can only be God’s vengeance on some of 
those fiends! ’’ 

* * * * * * 


You who glance over the list of casual. 
ties at your ‘breakfast table, as you take a 
bite of toast or a sip of coffee, have you 
any idea of the awful moment when the_ 
fateful message comes from Washington 
into a stricken home? 


It seemed impossible, monstrous, unbe- 
lievable, hellish, that the mad ambition of 
a blood-lustful egotist should be able to 
take Fred from us. We had applauded and 
shouted at the fervid words of orators 
who declaimed on democracy, world peace, 
a greater brotherhood, a providential war. 
We had nodded our heads in approval of 
presidential messages, and wise editorials, 


and had rather flattered ourselves that we — 


could answer very easily the question, Why 
have we gone to war? But all that was 
before Fred was ‘‘killed in action.’’? The 
happy, smiling, wonderful fellow, now ly- 
ing broken and bloody in a shallow grave 
in France. - 


O you who have been through it: you, 
and you alone know that the whole great 
theater of war and- its victories fades 
away and resolves itself into one dear 
spot so far away where he lies. The whole 
heart and life are bowed down in tears 
above that tiny cross-marked plot of earth, 
where lies the most PESTON thing in all 
your life. 


By and by came the rehawtaisi?s: letter. 
With trembling hands we opened it, as the 
picked men touched the sacred ark of old. 
This letter almost came from Fred. It 
was the nearest thing to him. 


He died ‘‘with face to foe’’ almost be- | 


fore he had opportunity to wreak God’s 
vengeance on the enemy. Bullet and shrap- 
nel had their part in this translation. The 
chaplain said he would make bold to re- 
peat something of what he said in the 


ruined ‘Church when Fred’s maemoriel was; 


* * * 


““Boys, perhaps Siw? e 
why God permits a beautifu 
pred of a loyal a and sple 2 
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out the shedding of lose. there is n 


and has said, ‘Lo, I come to do 
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shot to pieces. That the fairest thing in 
all creation should be disfigured in the line 
of love and duty seems intolerable. I have 
heard you curse when a comrade dropped 
by you, a shapeless and torn remnant of 
what was an instant before, a man. And 
I couldn’t blame you, for I felt that way 
myself, until I remembered a strange and 
comforting passage in the dear Book. 

“‘Tt says there, ‘Sacrifice and offering 
Thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou 
prepared for me. Therefore I come to do 
Thy will, O God.’ That was said of Christ 
and His ‘body, and it was He who said, on 
come to do Thy will, O God.’ 


““We have thought of the body as finely __ 
trained and as perfect as may be. We have 
been taught to think that its destruetion 
was opposed to all the high plans for it. 
But in our Lord’s case, we find that His 
body was given Him not to be fed, or 
trained, or indulged, or even alone for — 
service in work and labor of love. It 
given Him to be used as an offering. — 
world was to be made free, and it could 
not be done by teaching alone, nor b 
good works. Some one must die; for © 


mission of sins.’ 


‘«The death of ree was a bidoayt f 
The enemy could find no pe tort 


body so ented: and fit. But in é 
age I have read, the loftiest u 
could be made of. a body was t 
given as an offering to God for 
flicted world. 


“‘Better, a thousand times, sue 
as Fred’s, than that after a lif 
parative ease and safety, he should r 
bed and fade away in the weakness 
spent flesh. I know if Fred is listen 
now, he would say ‘Amen’ to this, — 
was a Christian, and as a Chr 
could come no nearer to his Lord 
gave their bodies to the smiter 
shed their blood to free the worl 
ish designs. Fred has discovered th 
purpose for which his body was gi 


O God.’ ?’—The Congregationalist. 
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NOT IN ‘‘WHO'’S WHO” 
“*Who’s Who in America,’” j 
in a new edition, is suggestive o 


never before associated with that Ww 
known publication. ; 


The volume, for all its value, is f 
run just now by a type that will 1 
condensed in books of oe char 


prising qualities as varie 
the rainbow, yet all Ameri 
entries of those who | 
America’s success so fa 
biggest undertaking wou 


would fill a storehouse. : 


accomplishment, 


Men who sae ‘never 1 
far as the work of ¢ compi 
have become gr at in the 
tory. A paragraph or a_ 
partly recompen 
absence from 
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REV. JOHN E. BOOMERSHINE 
In Memoriam 

Rev. J. E. Boomershine, of Greenville, 
Ohio, died at a hospital in Milwaukee, Wis., 
on Sunday, January 26. Interment was 
made in Tiffin, Ohio. A fuller account of 
Rey. Mr. Boomershine’s life and labors will 
be published in a future issue of the ‘‘ Mes- 
senger.’’ 


EE! 
Rev. ‘C. M. Zenk, Sauk City, Wis., appre- 
ciates an increase of $300 in his salary. 
Grace Church, Tiffin, Ohio, has voted an 


increase of $200 in the salary of their 


; _- popular pastor, Rev. D. Webster Loucks. 

iG ‘Rev. 'C. F. Brouse, former pastor at Shel- 

wc by, Ohio, has entered upon his work in 

the Navarre Charge, beginning February 1. 

a The gifts for Foreign Missions from the 

es various societies in the U. S. last year 
totaled $20,775,321. 

‘One of our most faithful pastors writes: 
“‘The ‘Messenger’ is growing beautifully 
in ‘the Abundant Life.’ ’’ 
ae Rev. M. L. Herbein, pastor of Trinity 
' Church, Mt. Penn, Pa., resigned after a 
-——s «pastorate of twenty-one years. 

Rev. B. A. Black, of Irwin, Pa., preached 
-an-able sermon before the students of 
; Mercersburg Academy on February 2. 
~~ ~———sS« Grace ‘Church, Avon, Pa., Rev. Warren 
©. Hess, pastor, went ‘‘over the top’’ Feb- 
‘ruary 2 by meeting the allotment of $50 
for the War Emergency Fund. 

IG St. Paul’s Church, Sellersville, Pa., Rev. 

__R. A. Bausch, pastor, raised more than their 
- eongregational quota for the War Emerg- 
-ency Campaign on the first day of the can- 
Revass: ; 

Great interest is being taken by the 
loyal Reformed people of Baltimore in the 
rally of the Reformed Churches, planned 
for February 23 in the First ‘Church, Rev. 
___&. M. Stahl, pastor. 

ss» The offering for Bethany Orphans’ Home 
in the Tohickon Charge, Rey. S. E. Moyer, 
pastor, were the largest ever given, as fol- 
- lows: Tohickon, $90.25; South Perkasie, 
«$67.75; Hatfield, $48; total, $206. 

in St. Paul’s Church, Juniata, Pa., Rev. 
John K. Wetzel, pastor, went ‘‘over the 
top’’ in the War Emergency Campaign be- 
tween ‘the morning and evening services 
on February 2, and are still going. 

_ Sgt. John F. Blaich, Co. A, 1st Engineers, 
ave a thrilling account of his experiences 
France in Heidelberg and Trinity 
hurches, Philadelphia, last Sunday. He 
as wounded four times. 

\t a largely attended meeting of the 
terial League of Allentown, in the 


fohn’s Church, read a thoughtful 
m ‘‘The League of Nations.’’ 
‘Davidson County, N. C., the Reformed 
sh e addressed on February 2 by 
ministers and laymen of the County 
“interest of the War Emergency ‘Cam- 
0 igs for Bethany Orphans’ 
veral congregations of the 


as follows: Falkner Swamp, 


4.74; total, $178.38. 


. A., January. 20, Dr. F. C: Seitz, 


for this worthy cause. 
“Charge, Rev. H. J. Miller, | 
ehtelsville, $60.50; St. — 


will help greatly,’’ he said, ‘‘to carry the 
Campaign ‘over the top.’ ’’ 

The great drive is on for our War Emerg- 
ency work. Are you a partner in it? We 
sincerely pray that the Reformed Church 
may emerge from this campaign victorious 
—united and hopeful for the great work 
ahead. 

A band of thirty men made a canvass 
for the War Emergency Fund in Christ 
Church, Latrobe, Pa., Rev. Paul J. Dun- 
dore, Ph. D., pastor, on Sunday afternoon, 
February 2. The congregation went far 
“over the top,’’ the receipts totalling $550. 

At the Roosevelt memorial service to be 
held in.the Lyric Theatre, Allentown, Pa., 
next Sunday afternoon, Dr. Wm. F. ‘Curtis, 
President of the Allentown College for 
Women, has been secured to deliver the 
eulogy on the great American statesman. 

The Editor of the ‘‘Messenger’’ had the 
pleasure of speaking in Grace Church, York, 
Pa., Rev. F. A. Rupley, pastor, on Wednes- 
day evening, January 29, under the auspices 


of the Men’s League of the Church. There 


was a large and appreciative audience. 

Dr. James I. Good and Col. Robert Hub- 
bler spoke at a ‘‘ Welcome Service’’ for 
young men back from the war in Grafton 
Avenue Church, Dayton, Ohio, Dr. Wm. A. 
Hale, pastor. The needs of the French and 
Belgian Churches were also emphasized. 

A number of communications received 
at this office speak appreciatively of the 
recent valuable ‘‘Messenger’’ article on 
‘‘The Reformed Church and the Hugue- 
nots,’’ by Rev. John Baer Stoudt. If you 
failed to read it, look it up in the issue of 
January 23. 

Rey. H. J. Donat was installed January 
26 as pastor of:Solomon’s Church, Macun- 
‘gie, Pa., by Revs. D. E. Schaeffer, F. P. 
Laros and C. D. Kressley and Elder R. C. 
Peters, M. D. The installation had been 
postponed on account of the serious illness 
of Mr. Donat, who has now fully recovered. 


The joint Consistories of the Reformed 
Churehes of Allentown, Pa., held their an- 
nual meeting January 31 at the Hotel 
Allen and were addressed by Charles E. 
Buery, Esq., of Philadelphia, who spoke 
on ‘‘Russia, Armenia and the Battle 
Front.’’ ; 

Mrs. Annie Keller, of Baltimore, Md., re- 
newed her subscription to the ‘‘ Messen- 
ger’’ for the 42nd time, and her pastor, 
Dr. A. S. Weber, reports that she has al- 
ways read it faithfully and is still enjoy- 
ing it as much as ever. We wish her 
every joy in the coming years. 

‘«The Making of the League of Nations’’ 
was the theme of Rev. J. N. LeVan in St. 
John’s Church, Lebanon, Pa., last Sunday 
evening. In ‘the morning, A. R. Tosh, a 


' returned Y. M. 'C. A. worker who ‘saw serv- 


ice on the French and Italian fronts, gave 
an interesting account of his experiences. 
Although the usual Christmas exercises 
could not be held in the Annville, Pa., 
Charge, Rev. Wm. F. DeLong, pastor, Christ 
Sunday School, Annville, gave $150 for the 
Orphans’ Home, and Hill Sunday School, 
$41, the largest Christmas gifts ever given 
Christ 8. 8. also 
gave $50 for Armenian and Syrian Relief. 
One of the attractive directories reach- 
ing this office is that of Trinity Church, 
Shenandoah, Pa., Rev. ‘Charles E. Rupp, 
pastor, which contains many items of spe- 


‘cial interest and profit in ‘addition to a 
‘brief history of Trinity Church, and the 


of Church officers, organizations and 
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The congregational receipts in St. 
Mark’s Church, Cumberland, Md., Rev. E. 
P. Skyles, pastor, were $3,741.55 for 1918. 
There are 268 members. 24 were received 
during the year. The congregation and 
Sunday School gave $800 to benevolence. 
The reports, published in the attractive 
Year Book, were very encouraging. 

The many friends of Rev. Dr. Samuel R. 
Bridenbaugh, of the Reformed Church of 
Oak Lane, Philadelphia, will be glad to 
learn that he is rapidly recuperating from 
the effects of a recent operation and has 
returned to his home. His pulpit was filled 
on last Sunday morning by the Editor of 
the ‘‘ Messenger.’’ 

On January 26, Ethel Janice, the infant 
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Robert M. Stahl, 
of Baltimore, Md., was baptized in First 
and St. Stephen’s Church in the presence 
of a large congregation. The occasion was 
the Holy Communion service. Near the 
close of the service, Rev. James Riley 
Bergey, pastor of Third Church, entered 
and conducted the baptism. 

Salem Church, Fort Wayne, Ind., Rev. F. 
W. Kratz, Ph. D., pastor, had its banner 
year in 1918, adding 45 members, raising 
$7,000 for current expenses, with increas- 
ing gifts for benevolence. The pastor’s 
salary was increased $200. The White 
Christmas Gifits netted $65 for the Mission 
House and $75 for Fort Wayne Orphans’ 
Home. 

A't a memorial service in honor of Arthur 
G. Kramer and Oliver J. Moser, two sons 
of the congregation who died in the service, 
Rev: Dr. E. E. Kresge preached last Sun- 
day evening in Dubbs’ Memorial Church, 
Allentown, Pa. The service was largely 
attended by many relatives and friends of 
the soldier heroes. 

The inspiring annual Foreign Mission 
number of ‘‘The Messenger’’ is to be is- 
sued next week, and in two weeks we are 
to have the eagerly-awaited annual Wo- 
man’s Number, to which no ‘‘mere man’’ 
is allowed to contribute. You cannot af- 
ford to miss these issues. Get your Church 
into line now for that list of new sub- 
scribers. , 

Winter Communion was held in St. 
John’s Church, Shenango Charge, Rev. A. 
C. Renoll, Ph. D., pastor, January 19, and 
at Jerusalem Church, January 26. 70 per 
cent. of the membership communed. 88 per 
cent. of the apportionment is now paid. 
One addition. Present membership, 425. 
The pastor has been granted a $200 in- 
crease in salary, beginning January 1. 

At the recent unveiling of the Boone- 
Green Tablet on the Public Square of Lex- 
ington, N. C., Rev. Dr. J. C. Leonard de- 
livered a most interesting address, which 
is published in full in the ‘‘Lexington 
Dispatch.’? Dr. Leonard shows eloquently 
the service of Gen. Nathaniel Green to the 
state and nation, and has woven in some 
stirring legends. 

St. John’s Church, Rosemont, Pa., was 
formally organized January 24, Rev. H. I. 
Crow preaching the sermon. Revs, H. J. 
Ehret, J. F. DeLong, D. D., and the pastor, 
Z. A. Yearick, D. D., took part in the 
service. The congregation numbers 27 
members. The Church building, at Wilbur 
avenue and Broad street, was erected about 
a year ago. 

The many friends of Mrs. W. F. More, 
of Bethany Orphans’ Home, will deeply re- 
gret to learn that she is seriously ill with 
pneumonia. The prayers of the Church 
are asked for this dear family. May this 


consecrated woman, who has spent herself 
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so freely for the orphan children, be gra- 
ciously spared to us for many more useful 
years! 
In the 
ducted in 


recent Recruiting Campaign con- 
Trinity Chureh, Mercersburg, 


Pa., the Rev. Wm. C. Slough, pastor, 60 
new members were won for the work of the 
Kingdom. The pastor is now planning some 
follow-up work of a special character 


which will probably include a number of 
Mission Study Classes for the new mem- 
bers. 

The 7th anniversary of the founding of 
Faith Church, Pen Argyl, Pa., Rev. W. H. 
Brong, pastor, was observed January. 26. 
Rev. Floyd R. Shafer, of Tatamy, Pa., 
preached the anniversary sermon, and the 
pastor read a brief historical sketch. In 
the evening, the Lord’s Supper was ob- 
served. 75 members communed, 1 new 
member was received. 


Reports at the annual congregational 
meeting in St. John’s Church, Johnstown, 
Pa., Rev. J. Harvey Mickley, pastor, on 


January 25, showed receipts for 1918 of 
$8,880, of which $1,771 was for benevo- 
lences. The debt was reduced $3,650. It 
was decided to hold a ‘‘Cash Rally,’? April 
6, which aims to raise $3,000 toward the 
debt. The salary of this faithful min- 
ister was unanimously increased $360 per 
year. ' 

Miss Rebecca Forman has completed her 
course of studies in the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute. She expects to engage in Jewish 
Mission work by April Ist. In the mean 
time she is available for appointments to 
speak in our Churches and before Mission- 
ary Societies. She has a wonderful story 
to tell and makes a very strong impression 
wherever she goes. Communicate with the 
Board of Home Missions, Fifteenth and 
Race streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Ths Committee on Social Service os the 
Reformed Church in the United States is 
anxious {o secure information regarding 
community surveys that have been mude 
in different sections of our Church. If 
pastors, either by themselves or in co- 
operation with local Church Federations, 
have made such surveys, they are requested 
to communicate with the Committee, of 
which Rev. William C. Schaeffer, D. D., 
of Lancaster, Pa., is Chairman, 

Capt: Harry D. Barnhart spoke interest- 
ingly of the service of the American sol- 
diers and the brutality of their enemies in 
the Sunday School of the First Church, 
Lebanon, Pa., Rev. W. D. Happel, Ph. D., 
pastor, and later on spoke at the morning 
service of St. Mark’s Church, Dr. I. Cal- 
vin Fisher, pastor. A campaign for the 
raising of the War Emergency Fund has 
started under very encouraging circum- 
stances in Lebanon. 

e ‘Church Tidings’’ of Faith Church, 
Lancaster, Pa., Rev. D. G. Glass, pastor, 
says: ‘‘To those who are not readers of 
the ‘Reformed Church Messenger,’ we 
would say that you are missing a weekly 


AFTER INFLUENZA 


The Grip, Fevers, and Other Blood- 
Poisoning, Prostrating Diseases 


The best course of restorative treatment, 
purifying the blood, strengthening the 
nerves, stimulating the liver, is: 

Hood’s Sarsaparilla, the ‘Standard blood 
purifier, before eating. 

Peptiron, a real iron tonie (chodolated 
pills) after eating. 

Hood’s Pills (cathartic, mild and effec- 
tive) as needed. 

These three great medicines make con- 
valescence-feal, rapid and perfect. They 
are also of service in the prevention of dis- 
ease and the preservation of health. They 
form Hood’s Triple Combination Treat- 
ment. : 

Each is good alone; all are good to- 
gether. Get them to-day. 


CIRCULATION NEWS 
A Pastor Conscripts the Reformed Church Messenger 


Dewey Avenue Church, Rochester, N. Y. :* 


Rey. Addison H. Groff, - - - 


Pastor - 


Aims to Win Two Hundred New Members _ | : 


The ‘‘Messenger’’ is perfectly willing to 
be drafted into the service of building up 
congregations and promoting the interests 
of the Kingdom. Rey. Mr. Groff writes: 
“*Please send me from now until May 1, 
fifty copies of the ‘Messenger.’ I wish 
you would make a special price on these 
copies because-you will no doubt receive 


some yearly subscriptions as a result. We 
are out to win 200 new Church members 
by Easter, and will use the ‘Messenger’ 
to create enthusiasm among the workers.’’ 

Workers without enthusiasm cannot be 
efficient, and the ‘‘Messenger’’ is pleased 
to be used in creating enthusiasm among 
Church workers. Trained workers are al- 
ways the best kind, and we recommend the 
‘*Messenger’’ to pastors for creating en- 
thusiasm among their workers in their cam- 


treat. The columns are full of good and 
interesting matter. Why not read your 
own Church paper and know more about 
the work of the Church?. Do you appre- 
ciate the position of the Reformed Church 
in the religious world?’’ 


St. Mark’s Sunday School, Lebanon, Pa., 
Réy. Dr: 
$165.20 to Armenian and Syrian Relief. 
Dr. Fisher announces an interesting series 
of Sunday evening sermons beginning Feb- 
ruary 2, as follows: ‘‘Will You Be Miss- 
ed?’’ ‘* Abraham Lincoln,’’ ‘‘The Tragedy 
of a Troubled Conscience,’’ ‘‘ Jonah a Half 
Hour Late,’’ ‘‘The Call for Character,’’ 
“Going Down to Look Up,’’ ‘‘Reversing 
Satan’s Guns.’’ 


The Willow Street Church, Rev. G. A. 
Stauffer, pastor, went ‘‘over the top’’ 
with their quota for Relief in the Near. 
East. A committee of five ladies made the 
successful drive. Almost $100 was given. 
While the pastor and wife were out assist- 
ing in this drive, two of the members made 
a ‘‘drive’’ for chickens and succeeded in 
gathering a whole crateful for the parson’s 
‘“‘hennery.’’? He hopes they wili all make 
good ‘‘lay-members.’’ 

‘*Churches should be converted into 
social centers to take the place of saloons, 
when the United States goes dry,’’ says 
Dr. P.M. Strayer, of Rochester, N. Y., 
President of the Presbyterian Social Sery- 
ice Committe; ‘‘every Church should have 
a secretary to look after the social welfare 
of the residents in the immediate neighbor- — 
hood. City Churches should stop being 
mere provincial, overgrown, country 
Churches. ’’ 

Holy Communion was observed in St. 
James’ Church, Allentown, Rev. J. 8S. 
Peters, pastor, January 26. 8 new mem- 
bers were added. Offering for the Build- 
ing Fund, $100.33. 
through the duplex envelope and the appor- 
tionment is paid monthly in advance, as 
are also all salaries. Total monies receiv- 
ed January 26, $235.52. 
St. James are conducting a very successful 
series of concerts, having secured 460 
patrons and seen pgs heme: Bee r 
ed $300. ‘ 


I. Calvin Fisher, pastor, gave 
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Benevolences are met — 


The Knights of — 


paigns for new members. Write to Rev. 
Mr. Groff about it. ee ee 

Our Field Representative arrived in the 
office on Monday morning, February 3, 
with an optimistic air. He had just re- 
turned from his canvass in Schuylkill 
Haven, Pa. He is convinced more than 
ever, given the loyal support of pastor and 
consistory, that there is no such thing as _ 
failure in securing subscriptions for the 
‘‘Messenger.’’ In Schuylkill Haven he — 
was able to repeat the results in other — 
charges which he has canvassed and his 
report is brimfull of hopefulness. The sub- 
stantial part of his enthusiasm con 
in the fact that his optimism is based on 
his actual experience on the field. M 
Dahlman has been our Field Represent; 
tive for a sufficient length of time to for 
a just estimate of possibilities for the ci : 
culation of the ‘‘Messenger.’? es 


Sh 


practice house recently deci at 
College, a cut of the floor plans 
same, and a generous portion of — 
dress of Mrs. Henrietta Calvin, the 
Economics specialist of the Bureau 
ucation, delivered at the dedication 
Cottage. © 
The Year Book of the Churehes or | 

which comes from the press early "in Fe 
ruary, will show for the first th 
membership of the religious denom 
by sexes and will give detailed fig 
the value of Church and parsonage | proj 
ties with the debt thereon, the ; 
penditures, amounts raised for M 
and statistics of the work of the Y. 


women in the Churches is not so 
popularly imagined. Statistics re 
show that women number a little o7 
Rey. and Mrs. David Lockart, 0: 
Church, Altoona, Pa., entertained. the 
County Ministerium at their home o 
uary 27. Rey. Wm. F. Kosman 
the Book Study in Coo’s ‘‘Soeial 
Religious Education.’? Rey. Mr. 
read the paper for the day on ‘‘ 
ity,’’ based on present-day know 
experience and the effects: of 1 
Chaplain G. A. Ehrg od wa 
gave those in attendance a 
cussion on his ex paTIEnes ( 
and in France. 


Dr. Rufus C. Zartman, of 
Church, Philadelphia, announce 
funeral of John Barleycorn’? ¥ 
ebrated at the evening service of 
2. There were brief addres 
E. Lampe, Charles H. Edm 
the pastor, and it was an occasio 
tion. On February 9, 
day School will pres 
ae War Emergency > 

, the pastor will 7 
one in the Epistl to tl 
evening the 
ole Mh 
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Relief, about $40; and now the campaign 
to raise $115 for the War Emergency Fund 
is in progress. These good people are not 
playing the part of the unmerciful priest 
or Levite, but of the Good Samaritan, faith- 
fully ministering to bleeding Europe that 
lics by the roadside. 


Christmas offering, New Kensington, Pa., 
Rev. F. L. Kerr, pastor, was $112; Home 
_ Mission Day contributions, $10. Since May, 
1918, the membership has grown from 165 
to 194 and it is expected to go over the 
‘ 200 mark by Easter. In the tri-borough of 
‘ New Kensington, Parnassus, and Arnold, 
all within a mile of our Church, there are 
30,000 people, and the congregation hopes 
soon to reach self-support and larger use- 
fulness. It is possible that the present 
property will be sold and a new building 
erected, away from the noise and dirt of 

the railroads. 


Me Milton Fulmer, Fred F. Wilkinson, Pres- 
ton T. Newhard and Floyd E. Heller have 
been elected elders and W. A. Rodgers, 
Elmer Shiffert; R. W. Stem and Herbert 

a C. Bartholomew, deacons, of the new St. 

: John’s Church, Bethlehem, Pa., organized 

Ae January 24, of which Rev. Z. A. Yearick, 

CU D. D.; is pastor. Regular services have 

been held since August 4, the day of dedi- 

cation of the chapel. The Sunday School 

was organized August 11. On January 22, 

a successful social was held in the chapel, 

at which a fine program was rendered, in- 

cluding an address by the pastor, and re- 

_ freshments were served by the young 

ladies. ; 

_ The winter Communion in St. John’s 

Church, Williamsport, Pa., Rev. Wm. C. 

_ Rittenhouse, pastor, was celebrated Janu- 

ary 26. The offering for the apportion- 

ment was $132. The offering for Bethany 

Orphans’ Home was $90, and for Armen- 

ian Relief, $113. At present the pastor is 

preaching a series of special Sunday even- 

x ing sermons on ‘‘The Life,.of David,’’ 

while the choir of forty voices, adult and 

_ ghildren, render selections from the can- 

tata, ‘‘David.’’ At the conclusion of the 

series, the cantata will be given as a 

whole. The congregation will make an 

tnest effort to raise its War Emergency 
portionment. 

The annual congregational meeting of 

inth ‘Church, Hickory, N. C., was held 
fanuary 19. A fine spirit was manifested 
and the reports showed an excellent condi- 
tion of the congregation, regardless of the 
influenza handicap. The Consistory. was 
eased to ten elders and ten deacons. 

e pastor, Rev. Walter W. Rowe, is very 

appreciative of the action of the Consistory 

n inereasing his salary $300. It was also 

cided to put into the Church a memorial 

tablet in honor of the late pastor, Dr. J. L. 

Murphy. Mrs. H. C. Menzies is also plac- 

ya tablet in honor of her father, the late 

Shuford, who for 43 years was a 

n and treasurer of the congregation. 

hough the influenza and the illness of 

pastor closed Christ Church, Bath, Pa., 
t two months during 1918, the fiscal 
<e4 ded with nearly $260 in the treas- 
all bills paid. The annual meet- 
y 20 showed very encourag- 
eports, the 200 members having con- 
uted an average of about $14.50 per 

Church never fails to pay its 


‘per member. Rev. W. 
ed, on February 2, the 
orate. Addresses were 
Barnsted, of the ‘‘Bath 
J. E. Smith, D. D. The 
ted as hosts, excellent refresh- 


The offering for be-— 
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the Editor of the ‘‘Messenger.’’ St. 
Paul’s Church has appointed a representa- 
tive committee to take charge of the War 
Emergency Campaign and under the ag- 
gressive leadership of their pastor is plan- 
ning to go ‘‘over the top.’’ At an after- 
meeting on Sunday evening, Dr. Leinbach 


was asked to present this cause to the 


people, many of whom remained. A whole- 
hearted interest was shown. 


Holy Communion was celebrated January 
19 in Trinity Church, Wilkinsburg, Pa., 
Rey. Lewis Robb, D. D., pastor. 3 members 
were added. The service was conducted by 
Rey. Prof. M. G. Schucker, and the prepar- 
atory service was conducted by the Rev. 
David Dunn. The Christmas offering for 
the orphans now totals $1,000, and $67 was 
given for Armenian and Syrian Relief. The 
annual report of the treasurer showed total 
receipts of over $10,000 for 1918. 59 mem- 
bers were added, making the total mem- 
bership of the Chureh 730. 1918 marked 
the wiping ‘out of all indebtedness against 
the property. 

In honor of the birthday anniversary of 
Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, of St. Mark’s 
Church, Reading, Pa., a surprise dinner and 
handkerchief shower were tendered him in 
the basement of the Church by the Ladies’ 
Auxiliary. When the pastor, who had been 
out calling, was asked to step into the 


_Church for a few moments, he was greeted 


by the members of the Ladies’ Auxiliary 
and the Consistory and their wives. A de- 
lightful birthday dinner was served and 
a pleasant social hour spent. At the mid- 
week prayer service which followed the 
dinner, the pastor spoke on ‘‘Prayer as a 
Battlefield.’’?’ At the close of the service, 
Mr. John Spang, president of the C. E. 
Society, presented to the pastor a basket 
of fruit, a token of the Society’s appre- 
ciation of his services. 


In Christ Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. 
Henry I. Stahr, pastor, ‘the annual meeting 
was held January 22, and glowing reports 
on the Church’s material and spiritual con- 
dition were received. It is hoped to reno- 
vate the Church edifice during the coming 
summer. Receipts in the General Fund 
last year were $4,607.33, compared with 
$3,215.35 the year before. All debts are 
paid, including repairs to the parsonage, 
with installation of heating plant, and the 
cancellation of all old obligations. Sub- 
scriptions to the Campaign Fund totaled 
over $9,100, of which $8,318.10 is paid in. 
The inerease in per capita contributions 
was 96 cents for Church maintenance, 71 
cents for benevolence. The annual Christ- 
mas offering for Bethany Home was $138. 

The War Emergency Campaign was 
launched in Chester County on January 18 
at Spring City. 7 of the 10 Churches were 
represented. Rev. D. R. Krebs was chair- 
man, Rev. Carl G. Petri, secretary--treas- 
urer. The movement was given publicity 
in the county papers which circulate among 
the members of the Reformed Church and 
personal letters were written to pastors and 
elders whose congregations were not rep- 
resented at the meeting. Thus every con- 
gregation was directly and personally chal- 
lenged to do its share. The credit for be- 
ing the first congregation that raised and 


paid its quota goes to the Hast Vincent 


Church, which raised its share ‘‘in a rush’? 
on January 26. 

Almost 300 men participated in the elec- 
tion night banquet of St. Andrew’s Broth- 
erhood, St. Andrew’s Church, Reading, Pa., 
Rev. Edwin Howard Romig, pastor, on Feb- 
The High School Orchestra fur- 
nished stirring music and the good fellow- 


ship of the occasion was most delightful. 


It was announced that, in spite of the dif- 
ficult conditions of the past year, 103 mem- 


bers were added to this vigorous organiza- 
tion during the year, which is a great testi- 
in monial to the activity of the pastor and his 
1d co-workers. 


The address of the evening 
as given by Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, Editor 
ce Poa pos 
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of the ‘‘Reformed Church Messenger.’’ 
Rey..Thomas Levan Bickel and the pastor 
also participated. It was an evening long 
to be remembered. 

Rev. Pierce E. Swope, of Emanuel 
Church, Lansford, Pa., preached a series of 
sermons on ‘‘Our Foreign Missionary Obli- 
gation’’ during the last five weeks, as fol- 

-lows: ‘‘Knowing and Doing,’’ ‘‘Duty of 
Witness Bearing,’’ ‘‘Calls to Service,’’ 
‘*Christianity and War,’’ ‘‘Money—End 
or Means?’’ The Sunday School sent $30: 
for Armenian and Syrian Relief. Under 
the able leadership of Arthur MacMullen 
both a junior and an adult choir have been 
organized and are helping very much in the 
Church services. At the monthly meeting 
of the Consistory, resolutions of Christian 
sympathy were adopted and forwarded to- 
the first pastor of the Church, Rev. Dr. M. 
J. Roth, because of the death of his oldest 
son in France. 


After a week of special splendidly at- 
tended services, the mid-winter Commun- 
ion was held on January 26 in Grace 
Church, Alttoona, Pa., Rev. David Lockart,. 
pastor. It was delayed two weeks, but the 
choice proved fortunate, with veritable 
Easter weather, and it was pronounced the 
largest mid-winter Communion in the his- 
tory of the Church. 2 infants and 1 adult 
were baptized. 9 were received into the 
fellowship of the Church, 3 by letter, 4 by 
renewal, 2 by confirmation. The offerings. 
of the day were $205. Grace Church pos- 
sesses a splendid Missionary Society of 
102 members. Elder J. E. Stewart has 
practically doubled its membership during 
his presidency. Grace Church has accept- 
ed her quota for the War Emergency Fund 
and will pay it in full without a canvass. 
This is due to a movement now in progress 
materially to reduce the Church debt. 


The annual congregational meeting of St. 
Paul’s ‘Church, Quarryville, Pa., Rev. How- 
ard Obold, pastor, was held January 19. 
The financial reports of all the organiza- 
tions were printed and distributed to the 
members. They were encouraging to both: 
pastor and people. It was voted to raise 2 
fund of $2,000 before April 1 as an Im- 
provement and Thank Offering Fund. Half 
of this will be for the new heating plant 
of the Church and improvements to Church 
and parsonage and the rest as a payment. 
on the mortgage on the recently construct- 
ed parsonage. There is a fund of $1,200 
on hand for the new Sunday School addi- 
tion which is badly needed. Sunday School 
and congregation made an offering of 
$141.24 for Armenian and Syrian Relief. 
The receipts for 1918 were $2,310.92, and 
the Sunday School raised $329.60. 


The annual congregational meeting of 
First Church, Spring City, Pa., Rev. Dallas. 
R. Krebs, pastor, was held January.9. Re- 
ports of the Treasurers indicate a healthy 
spiritual life, with receipts of $8,399.89. 
For current expenses, $4,739.84 was dis- 
bursed; for benevolence, $3,163.99; for im- 
provements, $1,451.38. Two important 
features of the year’s work were the 
patriotism of the Ladies’ Aid in earning a 
bonus of over $400 doing war work, and 
secondly, the large benevolence of the Sun- 
day School—$641.28. The winter Com- 
munion was held January 26 and was large. 
2 additions. The membership is 525. 39 
were added during the year. Average at- 
tendance at Church services during the 
year, 234. For all temporal and spiritual 
blessings we give God the glory. 


At the recent congregational meeting of 
Christ Church, Altoona, Pa. Rev. O. S. 
Frantz, pastor, on January 7, it was shown 
that the disbursements for current expense 
fund in 1918 were $4,411.11; in the benevo- 
lent fund, $2,177.77; in the building fund, 
$1,473.75. In addition to the cash received 
for the building fund, $3,501 in bonds, 
War Savings and Thrift Stamps were turn- . 
ed in to the Treasurer by the members, 
liquidating the Church debt and leaving 


Rance > > © ” Ls 


16 

in the treasury bonds worth $792.11. In 
the past year the congregation, aside from 
the Sunday School, has raised in cash and 
bonds $11,709.97, a financial record of 
which the pastor and people have reason 
to be proud. H. 8. Lang was elected elder, 
Cc. G. Akers, M. A. Reindollar and W. P. 
Beardsley, deacons. Messrs. Lang and 
Beardsley were also elected trustees. The 
members are looking forward with inter- 


est to the meeting of General Synod in 
Christ Church, March 4 next. 


Mrs. J. G. Rupp, of Allentown, Pa., writes 
relative to the International C. E. Mission 
Study Drive: ‘‘I am so glad that there will 
be a Mission Study Drive during February 
and March, 1919. I have great faith in 
the work of the Mission Study Class, and 
have been a champion of the movement 
ever since it was started in our Church. I 
am pleased that ‘Tohoku, the Scotland of 
Japan,’ is the book recommended for the 
Reformed Church. It is so brimful of in- 
formation which every member of our 
Church should know.’’ Some of the 
Young People’s Societies which are launch- 
ing classes to use Dr. Noss’ splendid book 
during the Drive are St. Paul’s, New York; 
St. Andrew’s, Allentown; St. John’s, Ft. 
Wayne, Ind.; Canal Winchester, Ohio; 
Munhall, Pa.; Trinity, Hellam, Pa.; Zion’s, 
Millersville, Pa. Miss Mame E. Strickler, 
Corresponding Secretary of the C. E. So- 
ciety at Hellam, Pa., expresses the hope 
that ‘‘the Drive will be very successful 
and that many of the young people will 
take the opportunity of becoming acquaint- 
ed with the people, their spiritual and in- 
dustrial condition, as existing in Northern 
Japan.’’ 

In First Church, Palmerton, Pa., Rev. J. 
G. Kerschner, pastor, the influenza quaran- 
tine permitted only meagre preparations 
for Christmas. The service, ‘‘Joy Bells,’’ 
was used and pleased the audience. The 
offering for Bethany Home was $46.66, ex- 
celling the previous records. Mid-winter 
Communion on January 26 was not so well 
attended. The offering was $35.45 for the 
apportionment, which will again be paid in 
full. The duplex envelopes are used, but 
a Thank Offering was made in a special 
envelope prepared and furnished by the 
Missionary and Stewardship Committee of 
East Pennsylvania Classis. 2 members were 
received. A free-will offering for Syrian 
and Armenian sufferers was laid on the al- 
tar on January 19. It amounted to $24.46. 
4 members became the victims of the dread- 
ful influenza. The 6 young men of the 
Church who are in the service have all 
been spared. The congregation has en- 
tered the War Emergency Campaign with 
a spirit of enthusiasm and: will surely go 
‘fover the top.’’? At least 3 additional 
teachers are needed for the Sunday School, 
which is doing effective work but lacks in 
teaching force. 


The operations of the Second Church, 
Scranton, Pa., Rev. J. F. B. Greisemer, 
pastor, began to pick up after the lifting 
of the flu ban. Home Mission Day was 
observed and an offering of $13 given. 
Christmas season was full of joy with the 
exercises well attended. A record offering 
of $32 was given by the Mission for Beth- 
any orphans. The dawn service on ‘Christ- 
mas morning and the Watch Night service 
on New Year’s Eve were well attended, im- 
pressive and inspiring, The Sunday School 
gave an offering of $31 for the Armenian 
eause. Recently the men of the congrega- 
tion were organized into a Brotherhood: 
The Mission is in a healthy condition and 
will go ‘‘over the top’’ in the War Emerg- 
eney Campaign. The pastor prepared the 
people for tiis by preaching on ‘‘The Prin- 
ciple of Giving,’’ ‘‘The Good Samaritan’? 
and ‘‘The Strong Shall Help the Weak.’’ 
The committee will do the rest. The pastor 
believes that this campaign cannot fail 
anywhere if the minister has the interest 
in and proper love and sympathy for the 
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nations robbed and wounded and left half 
dead upon the highway of democracy. 
Failure is impossible where there is the 
‘‘will’’? to succeed. Let every pastor say, 
‘*We will,’’ and victory is assured. 

One of our active pastors writes: ‘‘I 
feel keenly a large measure of disappoint- 
ment as a result of the obstruction of the 
‘Messenger-Christian World’ merger. I do 
not know whether this is due to the fact 
that I have spent some time in Ohio 
Synod, but I am convinced that this feel- 
ing must be shared by a very large por- 
tion of our lay members and ministers. I 
suppose the group of ‘willful men’ who 
are guilty often preach to their congrega- 
tions in favor of ‘an organic union among 
Protestant, Churches. How can we hope 
to join with others when we find it so dif- 
ficult specifically to unite among our- 
selves?’’ 

On February 2, Third Church, Baltimore, 
Md., Rey. James Riley Bergey, pastor, 
went ‘‘over the top’’ in the War Emerg- 
ency Campaign. Tt was a day of triumph 
for these people, as have been a number of 
Lord’s Days throughout the Christmas and 
New Year’s season. Third Church follow- 
ed all her men in uniform overseas by 
sending letters and greetings. Between 
Christmas and New Year, 80 soldiers and 
sailors were entertained at a turkey dinner 
in the lecture room. The boys pronounced 
it ‘‘the very best,’’ after the fashion of 
good old Maryland hospitality. Almost all 
the States were represented in that fellow- 
ship. Third Church continues her hospital- 
ity by a first-class Sunday dinner to men 
in uniform who return with the members 
from worship. The visitors’ book contain- 
ing the autographs of the soldiers and sail- 
ors who visit the Church promises to be 
a valuable record of war-time service. 
Many were the remembrances and kindly 
tokens of the holiday season, in which the 
pastor and his family delightfully shared. 
The 6 A. M. service on ‘Christmas was well 
attended and enriched with splendid music. 
The service by the Sunday School was 
held on the 27th with an excellent enter- 
tainment.’ The children united with the 
congregation in the Christmas service ow 
December 22nd, and the choir rendered a 
Christmas song service that evening. On 
Christmas Eve a group of ten carollers sang 
Christmas carols before 17 homes of shut: 
ins and sick. The offering for the orphans 
was $125. The men of the Church also sent 
two barrels of prime Virginia oysters to 
Hoffman Orphanage, which Superintendent 
Smith says were much enjoyed. The Ev- 
ery-Member Canvass was held January 5 
and all the men engaging in it are enthusi- 
astie about their returns and their joy in 
the service. $600 more was pledged than 
in any previous year. On January 19, 


News of the Woman’s Missionary Society 
[Send Communications to Mrs. E. W. Lentz, Bangor, Pa.] ; 
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Council of Women for Home Missions— 
The year of the World War was a decisive 
one for this Council, which met January 
14-16, 1919, in New York City. Issues’ pre- 
sented themselves during the year which 
demonstrated a weakness in organization 
which the Council feels should never again 
be repeated. When the call came for war 
service there was one National Red Cross 
with its chapters and branches, one Na- 
tional Woman’s Club with its State Feder- 
ations; these organizations could speak 
and the message was transmitted without 


loss of time to its constituency in most re-_ 


mote sections. The ‘Church of Christ had 
no channel of quick eommunic 
Council of Women for 
the National Wom an 3 
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when the Communion was observed, the 
pastor celebrated his second anniversary, 
announcing the following figures: © Fu- 
nerals, 23; baptisms, 18; new members, 60; , 
sermons and addresses, 310; calls made, 
2,285. 


DELEGATES TO THE SPECIAL MEET- 
ING OF THE GENERAL SYNOD rt 
The provisional roll of delegates to the 
special meeting of the General Synod, eall- 
ed for March 4, 1919, in the Christ Re- 
formed ‘Church, Altoona, Pa., will be com- 
stituted as follows: : te 
First. The delegates elected to represent 
the several Classes at the sessions of the 
last triennial meeting in Dayton, Ohio, are 


the delegates to the special meeting; but ad 
Second. Delegates, ministerial and lay, 
who have removed from the bounds of a 


their respective Classes and who have been 
regularly received by the Classes or con- 
gregations within whose bounds they have — 
located, are no longer qualified to represent __ 
the Classes by which they were originally 
elected. 3 Bea 
Third. The seats of the delegates uh hs 
may have thus removed will be occupied 
by ministerial and lay delegates-seeundi, in — 
the order in which they have been elected _ 
as specified in Article 55 of the Constitu 
tion. - oe 
Fourth. In case the representation from 
any Classis cannot be completed from th 
original list of delegates elected to 
General Synod of Dayton, the Classes 
officiallv elect additional delegates t 
plete their representation for the 
meeting; but the official record of — 
special election, signed by the S 
Clerk and bearing the seal of the Classis 
must be transmitted to the Stated Cler] 
of General Synod. ee AAP 2 
It is important, both for the eo 
ence of General Synod and for ft! 
tainment of the delegates, that the actu 
representation from each Classis be report: 
ed with all possible promptness. Th 
Clerks of the Classes of the Englis 
have been requested to report to th 
signed, Stated Clerk of the General S 
and the Stated Clerks of the Classes of 
German Synods have been asked © S 
to report to the Assistant Stated Clerk, 
Rev. F. Wm. Leich, Galion, Ohio. 
Entertainment will be provided for del 
gates and representatives of the of 
Boards of the Church by the people | 
toona on the Harvard plan. Fuller 
nouncement of this will be made by 1 
pastor loci. > 
By order of General Synod. 
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Y call to be loyal to Christ, to meet the great 
forward impetus required for world-recon- 
struction, even if our organization is com- 
pletely eclipsed. A unity of purpose must 
bring about co-operation and co-ordination 
between Christian agencies existing under 
different names. 

(a) A Challenge—On Thursday after- 
noon, the reports of the standing commit- 
tees having been heard, and having been 
in joint session with the Council for Home 
Missions a day anda half, the President 
said, the Council of Women for Home Mis- 

sions is standing at the parting of the 
ways; the one course is to remain an ad- 
_visory body without adequate power to 

; meet the exigencies of the hour, the other 
is to enlarge our scope with power to funce- 

tion per se and assume the larger-responsi- 
bilities. The Council of Women were ready 

for the choice and chose the larger service. 
Thus the Council from now on will have 
rs power to speak with authority. Its major 
work will be to establish immediately a 
ehannel of direct communication with the 
a local Church, no matter what the denomi- 
nation. This will be done through the 
formation of Interchurch Unions in every 
community. No doubt during the year the 
challenge will come to the missionary so- 


of an Interchurch Union. These Unions 


See oa “4 


‘3 aa) senting the Interchurch Federation, the 
Council of Women for Home Missions and 
‘most probably the Federation of Women’s 


_ Boards for Foreign Missions. 
(b) Mission Study Theme—The theme 


; Bei edosen by the committee of 28 for united 
Mission Study for 1919-1920 will be 
e e “¢Americanization.’’? ‘(Conservation of 


Human Life’’ had been originally selected 
—- 2 “for this year, but not proving adaptable to 
present conditions, «¢ Americanization’’ 
was substituted. “christianity and the 
__World’s Workers,’’ the theme for last year, 
was the most popular of all the themes 
selected for Mission Study. 55,000- copies 
of the ‘‘Path of Labor’’ and 10,000 copies 
of ‘‘Jack-of-All-Trades’’ were sold during 
the year. Both books were published by 
the Council. 
- (c) Mrs. John S. pain Elected Executive 
' _ Secretary—Mrs. Fred S. Bennet was re- 
elected President and Mrs. John S. Allen 
was elected Executive Secretary. To 
Be farther the work of the Council and to keep 
the Boards in close touch with the work 
being done, it was felt an Executive Secre- 
ta who, should give full time, was a 
t ity. Mrs. Allen has been Correspond- 
- Secretary of the Woman’s Board of 
L omestic Missions, Reformed ‘Church in 
— Am erica, for a number of years, and has 
sen associated with the Council of Women 
Home Missions since its inception. 
he has many friends in our Church. 


Deiatrs, R. C. Zartman, President of the 
W. M. 8. Philadelphia Classis, has been ill 
h eatarrhal fever. She is slowly im- 


FWinter School of Missions, which 
session at Deland, Florida, during the 
week in oe aeepeiees to be 


bem, affords i in talented mission- 
ders. Mrs. W. A. cae Mrs. 


1 School 0 of Misiones eee an 
omen who go South at this 
. talk over things 


_ eieties of local Churches to become a part 


will be organized by a committee repre- - 


ing and was appreciated. 
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Recently by the influenza epidemie she was 
ealledl to give up the last remaining one of 
her family, a beautiful daughter just ap- 
proaching womanhood. This last bereave- 
ment has compelled her to give over the 
active duties of the school to the Vice- 
President. 


Recruiting Campaign in Mercersburg 
Classis—The recruiting campaign is still in 


’ progress in Mercersburg Classical Society. 


Organizations that started work before the 
epidemic are ready to report, but a large 
section of this district plans to carry on 
the campaign between now and the time 
of meeting of the Classical Society. The 
campaign in Zion Church, Chambersburg, 
was conducted by the President of the 
Missionary Society, Miss Ruth Gillan, who 
reports 30 new members, giving a, total 
membership of 120. Also a greatly enlarg- 
ed budget with offerings ranging from $2 
to 10¢. per month, and 42 subscriptions to 
the ‘‘Outlook of Missions.’’ Mercersburg 
Society has gone ’way over the top. Their 
campaign was in charge of Miss Antoinette 
Shannon. They had 35 contributing mem- 
bers, and through their every-member can- 
vass have gained 53 additional members. 
If there is another society in the ‘Church 
that can improve on this record, please 
arise and make it known. The organiza- 
tion at Grindstone Hill has added ten 
members to the twelve it had and because 
of the untiring efforts of its President, Mrs. 
George Hassler, will be quite likely to 
follow Mercersburg over the top. Green- 
castle congregation forestalled the present 
recruiting campaign by conducting one of 
their own last spring, when they organized 
a society with more than 100 members. St. 
Paul’s Society, under the efficient leader- 
ship of Miss Katherine Grove, has added 
to its roll the names of 15 new members. 
Two new organizations have been form- 


_ ed. One in Trinity congregation, Waynes- 


boro, with~the following officers: Presi- 
dent, Mrs. E. B. Fahrney; Vice-President, 
Mrs. Lawrence McFerren; Recording Secre- 
tary, Miss Belle Strickler; Corresponding 
Secretary, Miss Elizabeth Smith; Treas- 
urer, Mrs. Henry M. Shank; Secretary of 
Literature, Mrs. Samuel Hockman; Secre- 
tary of Young People’s Work, Miss Beula 
Henry. 82 women have the honor of be- 
ing charter members of their organization, 
and it is predicted that if the roll be kept 
open a little longer the charter member- 
ship may reach the 100 mark. 

A society in the congregation of Middle- 
burg was organized by a committee from 
the Greencastle Society,—Mrs. Edward Om- 
wake, Miss Mary Rhodes and Mrs. Hollar. 
This organization has 12 charter members, 
with the following named officers: Presi- 
dent, Mrs. W. E. Binkley; Vice-President, 
Mrs. Wm. Sellers; Recording Secretary, 
Mrs. Perey Lehman; Corresponding Secre- 
tary, Miss Ida Rummel; Treasurer, Mrs. 
Clyde Binkley. With a fine corps of officers 
in each of these societies their usefulness 
in the King’s service is assured. Mrs. Ir- 
win W. Hendricks, President of Mercers- 


burg Classical Society, was present at the 


organization of the new organizations. 


The Campaign in St. John’s, Shamokin— 
On January 17 the W. M.S. of St. John’s 
Church, Shamokin, held an _ interesting 
meeting, at which a large audience was 
present. The President of the society, Mrs. 


“W. L. Snyder, presided while members of 


the society acted as ushers and lifted the 
offering. Mrs. J. G. Rupp delivered the ad- 
dress of the evening, giving details of our 


missionary work among) the Japanese and 


Chinese. The address was intensely inspir- 
33 new mem- 
bers were added to the roll. The offering 


was $35.92. 


‘News from West Susquehanna Classis— 


t The November Thank Offering from six 
a societies in the W. M. S. of West Susque- 


: geass aggregated $125. 02. Thank 
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Offering boxes are free for the asking of 
Miss Jennie E. Bilger, Beaver Springs, 
Pa., the recently appointed Thank Offer- 
ing Secretary. 

The Missionary Society of St. Luke’s 
Church, Lock Haven, Pa., is helping cele- 
brate the 10th anniversary of the ‘‘ Outlook 
of Missions’’ by five members jointly send- 
ing ‘‘Outlooks’’ to ten new readers for a 
year. They have circulated 50 Prayer Cal- 
endars and 65 Church Almanacs and Year 
Books in the congregation. A promising 
feature to reduce the mechanies of finance, 
launched at the last meeting, was envelopes: 
for monthly dues’ consisting of small pay en- 
velopes with the following superscription 
typewritten: ‘“St. Luke’s Missionary So- 
ciety,’’? and bearing numbers in the upper 
left hand corner from one to twelve. Each 
member is provided with a set. 

The recruiting campaign committee re- 
ported progress by adding new members: 
at the November and January meetings. 
We hope at least to double our member: 
ship. 

_ The following officers were elected at the’ 
last meeting: President, Miss Anna Froe- 
lich; Vice- President, Miss Mabel T. Myers; 
Secretary, Miss Sophia Schadt; Treasurer, 
Mrs. B. C. Achenbach. Mrs. A. A. Ober- 
heim was appointed Secretary of Thank 
Offering after the ingathering service in 
November and has placed many new boxes. 


Thank Offering Service—The Thank Of. 
fering service prepared by the General 
Thank Offering Secretary, Mrs. A. K. Zart- 
man, formed the basis for an interesting 
service by the Schnader Missionary So- 
ciety at Sunbury, Pa., in connection with 
the annual ingathering of thank offering. 


The offering was $50, a substantial increase 


over the amount received last year, and 
Miss Yarnell, the Corresponding Secretary, 
says: ‘‘We hope for even better results 
nextyyear.” 


A TRIBUTE TO THEODORE ROOSE- 
VELT 


(Adopted by the Ministerial Association 
of the Reformed ‘Church Philadelphia, Pa., 
January 13, 1919.) 


The death of Colonel Roosevelt came to 
the people of America as a shock, and now 
all America mourns that his useful career 
has abruptly ended. He was America’s 
most typical American and one of the 
greatest figures of modern history. His- 
death is a great loss to our country and 
to the world, especially in this period of 
reconstruction. 

A great man has fallen. Colonel Roose- 
velt was a many-sided genius, who brought 
his great life into beneficent contact with 
millions of people. He was a man of ex- 
ceptional intellectual power and moral en- 
ergy; a manly man, virtuous, honest, 
courageous and philanthropic; a man whose 
enthusiasm was infectious and whose sym- 
pathy was universal. A chivalrous knight, 
who championed truth, justice and right- 
eousness; one of the great Presidents of 
the United States of America; a traveler, 
author and public speaker; a scholar, sol- 
dier and statesman; and above all a gen- 
tleman and a Christian. 

Although, as was inevitable with a man 
as good and as great. as Colonel Theodore: 
Roosevelt, many did not agree with him 
in his philosophy and the bravest of these 
strongly opposed him, yet all must admit 
that he was a remarkable man, original 
and forceful; a great mind and a great 


-heart; a man who had the courage of his 


conyictions, stood for human rights, and 
was loyal to every American ideal; a 
patriot whose love of country was a pas- 
sion; and that his name has added luster 
to the history of this Republic and. his. 
achievements have increased our influence 
among all nations. 

Every true American rejoices that our 
country has emerged victorious from a. 


var 


great war for justice, righteousness and 
democracy. When the future historian 
with clarified vision shall record the ac- 
complishments of America in this great 
conflict and describe the service our coun- 
try rendered to humanity, he will be con- 
strained to declare that it was the result 
of the passionate and faithful work ot 
Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, more than of 
any other single force. He stimulated the 


conscience and rallied ‘the spirit of Amer- 
ica. He largely framed the policies pur- 
sued by our Government. The new birth 
of intelligent patriotism and of love for 
righteousness among us owes more to Col- 
onel Roosevelt than to any other man. And 
now at this, the beginning of the era of 
world reconstruction, we feel that his 
déath was a national misfortune and’a 
serious international loss. His work was 
apparently unfinished. His counsel and in- 
fluence are needed to-day as much as ever. 
We wish that he could have lived to be- 
come the sage and counselor of the leaders 
of the new age. And yet we are truly 
grateful for the many services he has ren- 
dered to humanity, and bow in humble 
submission before God, our Father, and 
say, ‘‘ Not my will, but Thine, be done.’? 

Colonel Roosev elt was deeply religious. 
He was a doer of the Word, and not a 
hearer only. His soul was pure. He was a 
preacher of righteousness and contributed 
much to the moral andi spiritual life of 
America. Although he was a member' of 
the Reformed Church in America, we re- 
joice that he was intimately connected 
with our Reformed Church in the United 
States. During the years that he was As- 
sistant Secretary of the Navy, Vice-Presi- 
dent and President of the United States he 
regularly attended the services pee Grace 
Reformed Church, Washington, D. C., of 
which the Rev. Dr. John M. Schick was then 
the pastor. He was a devout worshiper, 
an attentive listener, and when the Script- 
ure Lessons were read he followed the 
reading of them in his Greek New Testa- 
ment. On the few occasions when he miss- 
ed the services of Grace Church, he always 
wrote to Dr. Schick a letter explaining and 
regretting his absence. We are glad to 
‘bear this testimony to his noble Christian 
character. 

We, the Ministerial Association of the 
Reformed Church in Philadelphia, sincere- 
ly sorrow because of the death of Colonel 
Roosevelt and deeply sympathize with his 
‘widow, his sons, his daughters and his rela- 
‘tives in their bereavement. We pray that 
‘God may richly bless them and sustain 
them. May His arms of love be round 
about them. May He comfort them with 
His Word and Spirit. And may they 
know that God is a loving Father, our 
Refuge and Strength, and a very present 
Help in trouble. - In the words of Colonel 
Roosevelt’s favorite hymn, we say: 


“*Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dis- 

mayed, 

For I am thy God, and will still give thee 
aid. 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and causo 
thee to stand, 

Upheld by My righteous, 
hand.’’ 


But Colonel Roosevelt is not dead. Jie 
‘still lives in the hearts and lives of mil- 
lions of men and women. And as long as 
the ideals of Americanism are truth and 
honor, justice and righteousness, his name 
will be cherished and his l‘te he an in- 
spiration. He is one of the immortals of 
American history. 

Done in the Reformed Church Building, 
‘Fifteenth and Race streets, Philadelphia, 
‘Pa., this 13th day of January, in the year 
of our Lord 1919, 


Rev. Eugene L. McLean, 
President. 

Rey. A. P. Frantz, = 

Secretary. 


omnipotent 
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WANTED: A MINISTER’S WIFE 
Wanted, a perfect lady, 

Delicate, gentle, refined, 
With every beauty of person, 

And every endowment of mind: 
Fitted by early culture 

To move in fashionable life— 
Please note our advertisement: 

“Wanted, a Minister’s Wife!’’ 


A ‘‘very domestic person,’’ 

To ‘‘callers’’ she must never be ‘‘out,’’ 
It has such a bad appearance 

For her to be ‘‘gadding about’’; 
Except to visit a parish 

Every long day of her life, 
And attend all the funerals and weddings: 

‘“Wanted, a Minister’s Wife!’’ 


To conduct the ‘‘ Ladies’ Prayer Meeting,’’ 
The Aid’s ‘‘sewing-circle’’ attend; 

And when we ‘‘work for the soldiers,’’ 
Her ready assistance to lend. 

To clothe the destitute ciildren 
Where sorrow and want are rife, 

And look up new Sunday School scholars: 
“Wanted, a Minister’s Wife!’’ 


_A perfect pattern of prudence, 


Than all others spending much less, 
But never disgracing the parish 
By looking too shabby in dress; 
And playing the organ on Sunday 
Would aid in our laudable strife 
To save the society’s money: 
‘*Wanted, a Minister’s Wife! ’’ 


And when we have found such a person, 
We hope that by working the two, 
We’ll pay our old debt and build newly, 
And then do you know what we’ll do? 
For both will be worn out and weary 
And needing new change in their life: 
We'll advertise, ‘‘Wanted—A youngish 
New Minister with a New Wife!’’ 


But will we not care for the aged— 

The Minister who served us so long— 
Will we not help bear the burden 

That his life may close with a song? 
Will we not care for his widow, 

That she may have comfort and rest, 
And after long years of hard labor, 

By our gifts be sustained and blest? 


Our Church asks that we give but ten 
cents each year to care for vur aged min- 
isters and widows. The offering should be 
sent to the Board of Ministerial Relief, 
Rev. J. W. Meminger, Lancaster, Pa. 


HOME MISSION LETTER | 


The Meeting of the Executive Committee 

The Executive Committee of the Board 
of Home Missions met at headquarters 
on January 16th and 17th. The usual rou- 
tine of business claimed the attention of 
the members. The following presented 
their resignations: Rev. William H. Sny- 
der, Salem, Altoona, Pa.; Rev. Robert 
Thena, Central Avenue, Indianapolis, Ind.; 
Mrs. Arthur Lyon (Miss Gertrude Cogan) 
as Field Secretary of the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Society of General Synod. 

The death of the Rev. 
was also announced, and the Mission at 
Emporia, Kansas, declared vacant. 

Bethany Tabernacle, Philadelphia, Pa., 
of which Rev. H. H. Hartman is the pas- 


tor, having fulfilled its conditions as a ( 
part of the Philadelphia Program, went 


to self-support on January 1, 1919. 2 

The following were ordered to be com- 
missioned: Rev. L. C. T. Miller for Louis- 
ville, Ky.; Rev. Hugh S. Maxwell for Van- 


dergrift, Pa.; Rey. John K. Wetzel for < 


Juniata, Pa, 


The Committee took favorable prnenel 


on co-operating with the Inter-Church — 
World Movement, of North America, in 


which the leading Bers baits 3 are : 


interested. 
It also voted a con i 


_ The General Se 


_ One Mission Chureh, Tabor, Philadelphia, 


‘Recently the General Secretary was 


F. E. Keller ~ 


‘ 


outline of a report to be presented to the 
special meeting of the General Synod at 
Altoona on March 4th, covering the Home 
Missionary problems which the recent 
world conditions have precipitated. 


The Departmental Superintendents pre- 
sented their. reports. Mrs Wise, Tepressus 
senting the Church-building Department, 
reported that seventeen Church-building 
Funds were received during the past Quar- 
ter, the total number of Church-building 
Funds in the possession of the Board being 
634. He likewise called attention to the 
fact that in six years the net worth of 
the Board was increased from $186,218 in 
July, 1912, to $353,248 at the end of 1918; S.-e 


was dedicated during the Quarter, and 
the amount of $900 was raised in pledges 
and cash on the day of dedication in No- 
vember. He likewise reported that the 
Home Mission Day offerings this year — 
amount to $3,000, which is more on s 
$1,000 less than a year ago. 


Department of the West. He pa 
the difficulty which he experienced in 
curing men for the vacant Missions in ] 
territory. He stated that he had ch 
lenged ten men for Grace Mission, C 
go, and everyone of them declined to ¢ 


that the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian © 
of New York City had over two 
applicants, and a Presbyterian | 
Philadelphia, which is vacant, 
hundred and fifty. But Grace - 
Church, Chicago, goes begging f 
tor. Mr. Horning spoke in enco 
terms of the splendid work done by 
Myra Noll, who is serving as a D 
in our Mission at Sioux “City Ht 
temporary absence of Rey. Ral 
rity. During the month when the influen: 
was at its height she made 350 
the sick and others and has gr 
deared herself to the members 
members in Sioux City. 
Superintendent Mullan reporte 
Department of the East. He i 
of his time during the past Quart r to 
work of the Joint Committee 
Production Communities. He vi 
Pines, Va.; Saltville, Va.; Bri 
Kingsport, "Tenn.; Maryville, T 1 
sonville, Tenn.; Sheffield and 
Shoals, Ala., checking up and-e 
surveys and making recommenda’ 
the Joint Committee. He also 
and thought to ‘the organizatio: 
Protestant Churches of Baltim 
the religious and social needs upo 
time Program. = 
Superintendent Souders repor 
Immigration Department and ¢a 
cial attention to the problems 
canization growing out of the 
stressed the importance of 
American students to teach in | 
Vacation Bible Schools during 
mer months, and the Board, up 


‘ury by reason 
the Bo 
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-s SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D. D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Septuagesima Sunday. February 16, 1919 
: THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
Exodus 20: 1-17: 


ar Golden Text—Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
_ thy soul, and with all thy strength, and 
= with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as 
thyself. Luke 10: 27. 


ft 
ey _ . Lesson Outline—1. Precepts of Piety. 
‘= 2. Precepts of Probity. 

2 Mount Sinai marks an important epoch 
> in the history of Israel. There the cove- 
_—~— mant was established between Jehovah and 


His people that became the cornerston2 of 
the magnificent temple of Jewish faith. 
The decalogue states the obligations of this 
sacred covenant. It is impossible in these 
notes to attempt a detailed study of this 
comprehensive summary of religious pre- 
____-¢epts and prohibitions. We can oniy set 
~~ forth some particular aspects of the re- 
__ ligion embodied in them. 


There are three different versions of the 
_ decalogue in the Pentateuch. That fact 
raises many diffieult questions as to the 
original form, meaning, and date of these 
laws. The oldest account, it would s xem, 
is found in Exodus 34: 12-28. The classic 
version, which furnishes our present les- 
gon, is that of Exodus 20: 1-17. The third 
eode is preserved in Deuteronomy 5: 6-21. 
__. We eannot here discuss the differences of 
these. three versions. They indicate that 
our decalogue represents the religious de- 
velopment of the Hebrews through long 
ages. The substance of its ideals is Mo- 
-gsaic. But, at later period, the original 
Ten Words were enlarged and modified. 


- These Ten Commandments obviously fall 
into two main groups. The first four 
‘state religious duties which man owes to 
God. The last six define certain funda- 
mental moral duties of man to man. - To- 
gether they contain a noble compendium 
of religion and morality, of permancnt 
i Even Jesus did not destroy 


Yet, the Master fulfilled them (Matthew 
5: 17- “48). And they needed this ‘* filling 
to the full,’’ for their limitations ure as 
marked as their excellencies. In the light 
_ of Christ’s interpretation and revision, the 
a eee “of the decalogue are very ele- 
_ mentary. Eight of the Ten Commandments 
are negative prohibitions. And all, save 
the tenth, are precepts dealing with ox 
ternal conduct rather than with the inner 
eat and motive of action. They do not 
rise to the splendid height of the pro- 
é _ phetie ideal voiced by Micah, ‘‘What doth 
a the Lord require of thee but to do justly, 
} and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with thy God?’’ They were of the high- 
est value in training the children of Israc! 

at principles “of religion and moral- 

ut they do not fully express the mind 

e Master, nor satisfy the demands of 

enlightened Christian consciousness. 

ians we do not seek to conform 

utward law, but to emulate Christ’s 
0. ae ees ca 
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rights is clear and simple. 
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the law deals with certain fundamental re- 
ligious duties of man. It aims at the es: 
tablishment and cultivation of piety. It 
prohibits polytheism, idolatry, profanity; 
and it sanctions the Sabbath. 

It seems gratuitous to comment on these 
fundamentals. They are foundation pil- 
lars of religion. Confirmed adults in our 
schools may be reminded of the splendid 
explanation of these commandments in the 
third part of the Heidelberg Catechism 
(Questions 92-113). 


The very word ‘‘polytheism’’ sounds 
strange to Christian ears. We know but 
one God, the Father. But this first com- 
mandment takes us back to a time when 
all mankind believed in the existence of 
many gods. And here we have the splen- 
did affirmation that, for Israel, there ex- 
isted but one God, Jehovah, who had 
brought them out of Egypt. It formed 
the backbone of their entire cthieal code, 
and the germ which ripened into the spir- 
itual monotheism of the great Hebrew 
prophets. But there is a profound spiritual 
law underlying this ancient commandment, 


which is of permanent validity. It is 
this: there can be no compromise in the 
religious life, no divided allegiance. ‘‘No 


man can serve two masters’’ (Matt. 6: 24), 
And it matters little whether that other 
god be called Baal or Chemosh, as of old, 
or Money or Pleasure. 

If the first commandment insists on the 
exclusive worship of Jehovah, the second 
demands that this One God be worshiped 
worthily. It condemns idolatry. Now, 
there are idols of various kinds. Some are 
shaped of clay or wood. Such unworthy 
representations of the deity do not trou- 
ble or tempt us. But we shape idols of 
God of our thoughts, as well as of matter. 
Our unworthy and unChristian ce nceptions 
of God are a species of idolatry. ‘There is 
but one God, and that is the Father whom 
Jesus has revealed. And we commit idol- 
atry if we substitute in His place, in our 
worship or thought, a despotic sovereign 
or a relentless judge. 

Reverence and the Sabbath law con- 
clude the demands of the first table. For 
thousands of years these laws have stood 
graven upon statutes, divine ani human. 
But we have not yet learned to keep then 
holy. They were included among the rudi- 
ments of religion given to childron, but 
we, who boast of our manhood in Christ, 
are still blasphemers and profaners of tae 
Sabbath. ; 

II. Precepts of Probity—The second ta- 
ble deals with our moral duties. Its fun- 
damental aim is justice. Its specific en- 
actments protect the rights of parents, 
human life, marriage, property, character 
or reputation; and the last commandment 
strikes at the very root of wrong-doing 
by prohibiting the unjust desire. Thus, 
these six laws condemn injustice in act 
(5-8), in word (9), and in thought (10). 

The law of filial reverence and obedience 
stands first on the second table, which may 
be taken as an indication of its great 
importance. The family is the oldest, and 
most sacred, of human institutions. And 
its welfare is seriously impaired, its st:- 
bility is threatened by children who do 
not honor and obey their parents. The 
sacredness of life, the purity of the home, 
and the rights of property, which come 
next in order on the second table, are the 
commonplaces of an orderly society. With- 
out them our social life would be utterly 
chaotic. The primary meaning of the pro- 
hibitions safeguarding these fundamental 
They forbid 
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murder, adultery, theft. But the y glow 
with deeper significance when we focus 


the hight of the Gospel on them. Is not 
war murder on a colossal scale? Does not 
the reading of erotic books, or modern 
dancing fall within the scope of the sey- 
enth commandment? Is there not such a 
thing as’ ‘‘legalized theft’’ that leads to 


the ‘acquisition of vast fortunes? These 
and similar questions call for discussion 
as we attempt to interpret the command- 
ments for our time. 


The ninth commandment bridles the 
reckless tongue. It enforces the sacred 
obligation to respect the reputation of 
men. It places its ban upon perjury, slan- 
der, and malicious gossip. But the erown 
of the decalogue is the last commandment. 
‘Tt pierces beyond the act to the dispo- 
sition from which all acts proceed. It ap- 
pears to have originally run, Thou shalt 
not covet thy neighbor’s house, and the 
rest of the commandment 1s but an ex- 
pansion of the word ‘house,’ taken in the 
sense of household. It is this wrong de- 
sire for that which is another’s that so 
often leads to the cruelty, the murder, the 
extortion the oppression, denounced by 
implication in the preceding command- 
ments. Therefore, if the covetous dispo- 
sition be destroyed, the external conduct 
may be largely trusted to take care of it- 
self. Not from the hands or the lips, but 
from the heart proceed all evil things.’’ 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 
February 16th—OUR RELATION TO GOD 
II. Trusting 
Ps. 91: 1-16 


The very first word in the Christian En- 
deavor pledge is ‘‘trusting.’’ This ex- 
presses the proper relation which the child 
of God should sustain to his Heavenly 
Father. The primary requisite in this re- 
lationship is confidence. If God is our 
Father and if we are His children, then we 
must trust Him as implicitly as a child 
trusts an earthly parent. Long before the 
child knows or understands the parent, it 
commits itself entirely to the parent. It 
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feels a sense of safety and security; a 
calmness and repose without w hich it could 
not live. There is no more beautiful at- 
titude than this. It relieves us of fear 
and anxiety and calms us and steadies us 
for all the experiences of life. It was this 
thing that God through all ages desired 
on the part of His people. It ‘leaps forth 
from every page of the Bible. It comes 
to light in every great character of the 
Bible. Those who trusted Him were helped. 
Those who mistrusted Him failed. Again 
and again we are told to ‘‘trust in the 
Lord at all times.’’ 

In the Old Testament the word trust 
appears with great frequency. When we 
eross the threshold of the New Testament 
we find another word has practically taken 
its place. It is the word faith. In the 
Gospel faith is always used in the sense of 
trust, confidence, assurance. In the Epis- 
tles it is sometimes used in addition to 
these, in the sense of a creed, a boy of 
truth, like ‘‘the faith that was once de- 
livered to the saints.’’ The writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews gives the defini- 
tion of faith, and I like Moffat’s transla- 
tion best, which is, ‘‘ Now, faith means we 
are confident of what we hope for, con- 
vineed of what we do not see.’’ 

We use expressions like these constantly 
in our daily intercourse with people. We 
say—‘‘I believe,’’ ‘‘I feel sure,’’ ‘‘I am 
eonfident,’’ ‘‘T trust. lend Oxhiigs: could not be 
carried forward on any other basis than 
that of mutual trust and confidence. We 
would never make any progress in any- 
thing if we were to be constantly suspici- 
ous one of the other. In any transaction, 
whether it be financial, social or moral, 
trust and confidence enter. We always get 
much farther on in life if we trust one 
another. Sometimes we may be deceived. 
We may be made the victims of deceit and 
falsehood, but in the long run we gain 
by having faith in our fellow-men “and 
trusting them for the good that may be 
in them. , This was a strong element in the 
life of Jesus. He knew what was in men, 
put He trusted them. They were weak 
and vacillating, unstable and faltering, but 
His confidence in them remained and that 
had a tendency to beget strength in them. 
it 71s 
men produces in them that which merits 
our confidence. 


Now, if we could only increase and inten- 
sify this feeling of trust and confidence 
which we ordinarily exercise in our rela- 
tions with men and fix the same upon God, 
our lives would be wonderfully enriched 
and enlarged. There are a great many 
things concerning God which we do not 
know or understand. ‘‘God moves in a 
mysterious way His wonders to perform.’’ 
We do not need to know everything in 
order to enjoy calmness of soul. We only 
need to trust. We only need to say, 
‘Though He slay me yet will I trust Him.’’ 
‘“We know that all things must work to- 
gether for good to them that love God.’’ 
We are confident that He knows and that 


is enough. It is not necessary for us to 
see the distant scene. One step is enough 


for us. 


‘“‘T know not where His islands lift 
Their fronded palms in air; 

I only know I cannot drift 
Beyond His love and care.’’ 


Sometimes we are called to go into the 
deep, dark valley. We stand fearful at 
its entrance, but if we have implicit trust 
in God we need fear no evil. ‘‘Though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death I will fear no evil; for Thou art 
with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they com-. 
fort me.’’ The darkest hour is made 
Juminous when we trust in God. The cham- 
ber of the dying is lighted up with celes-’, 
tial glory if we trust Him. Trust Him at’ 
all times and under all circumstances. He 
will never fail. 


‘in God.’’ 


wonderful how our confidence Wet. 
‘Rev. W. F. 
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It is well to trust God not only in times 
of our weakness and in the dark experi 
ences of life, but also when He assigns 
great tasks to us and leads us out upon 
the mount of opportunity and service. 
Why should anyone be afraid to under- 
take great things for God? When duty 
calls ae should have confidence in God that 
He will supply the strength necessary. ‘‘I 
can do all things through Christ, who 
strengthens me.’’ This reliance upon God 
supplying aid for the duties that He im- 
poses upon His people steadies and 
strengthens them. It links them up with 
God in the enterprise and they draw from 
invisible reservoirs of power. Faith or 
trust is the arm that reaches up to God 
and brings down the power of the Omni- 
potent. It is like the arm of the trolley 
that reaches up to the suspended wire 
and brings the electric power into its ma- 
chinery that drives the car wherever it is 
to go. So, by trust we lay hold of God 
and God’s strength is communicated to us 


and we become with Him invincible and 


victorious in His work. ‘‘This is the vic- 


~tory that overcometh the world, even our 
“‘TIf ye have faith like a. grain, 


faith.’ 
of mustard seed ye shall say to this moun- 
tain—be thou cast into the midst of the 
sea—and it shall be done.’’ ‘‘Have faith 
‘‘Only believe.’’ ‘All things 
are possible to them that believe.’’ Oliver 
Wendell Holmes said, ‘‘It is faith in some- 
thing which makes life worth living.’ 
Abraham Lincoln said, ‘‘Let us have faith 
that right makes might, and in that faith 
let us dare 'to do our duty to the end.’’ 


Tennyson has immortalized faith in these_ 


beautiful lines: 


‘*She sees the best that glimmers thre 
the worst; 

She feels the sun is hid but for a night; 

She spies the summer thro Bhs winter 
bud; 

She tastes the fruit before the blossom 
falls; 

She hears the lark within the songless 


ess; 
She finds the fountain where ner wailed, 
‘Mirage.’ ’’ 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
More, D. D., Superintendent 
A Look at Our Mail 


In the few minutes that I have at my 
disposal I will let you take a look at our 
week’s mail or at least certain parts of it 
which are of special interest at this time. 


There are four letters asking for the 
admission of 13 little children ranging 
in age from infancy to ten years. With 
the exception of two, all these children 
are motherless, the mothers having become 
victims of the influenza. In each case the 
father declares himself able to provide for 
his children, but unable to find a woman 
to serve as housekeeper. 


There are six letters asking for orphan 


girls, raised and trained in’ the Home. 
These girls are to be from 11 to 15 years 


of age and are to be of good quality, char- 


acter and habits. In other words, they 
are to be our best, reducing our working 
force by 6 and adding sad to our Liar 
of helpless ones. 


There are three letters. asking for quite 
little children for adoption. — They are to 
be of the kind that you and th would want 
if we would think of takin 
stranger into our homes, but © 
the kind that we have h 


mitted to give away. 
doptic 
enable us to reduce ou: pu ( 


How many letter 
ih from wo 
elp us do the 

af Sie 


other specials which we do n 


‘a little 
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you suppose there are to the calls for help 
which were published in the Chureh papers 
last week? Not one. No, not one.! ‘Too 
bad,’’ do you say? It surely is. Bad for 
the good name of the Church—and very — 
bad for us. Help must soon come or the — 
work will suffer seriously. 


There are very many letters with checks — 
enclosed and all express the kindest sen-_ 
timents for us and interest in the work. 
We are sure these many good friends will” 
‘be trying to find helpers for us, and we are 
looking for letters from them soon. We ‘4 i 
look hopefully at our mail as it comes in 
from day to day. 


We need an assistant matron anda seam- __ 
stress at onee. 


PHOEBE DEACONESS AND OLD 
FOLKS’ HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. Robert M. Kern, Superintendent — 


This very minute a good pastor call 
up and asked how much it would cost 
become a contributing corporation me 
ber of the Home. He had heard it be 
buf it slipped his mind. We are ve 
glad he phoned. A corporation peas 
ship means. the payment of $10 
rollment and $5 annually cherelitte ee 
life membership means the pay t of 
$150 once for all time. We are t: ying ¢ 
best fo get as many of both as ep 
bly can. This is the year in wi 
making a special effort. A spe 
accompanied by an enclosure of 4 
plication slips were sent out before t¢) 
Jast ‘‘Messenger’’ of the Home w 
All the pastors, especially in E: i 
sylvania, Lehigh and Tohickon Classes, 
asked to try and secure, either themse 
or through a society or a committe¢ 
tain number of corporation men 
number of pastors have respo 
number, however, is small. On 
a pastor, but a layman) livi 
delphia sent us no less than ten, 
saying, ‘‘I am still at it.’? 4 

A bill of $240 for coal, which ea 
about ten days ago, together with ¢¢ 


mention, gave our treasury such 2 

that we are afraid it will not re ver 
it, unless ministered unto promptly 
Church at large. Because of t 
up’’ in our treasury we have rene 
appeal for new corporation — 
throughout the above named Cl: 
do so hereby to the whole Chur: 
these notes will be read by so 
whom no personal -appeal will be 
and somebody who will respond of 
accord, and let us assure you tl 

very, very much need 3 
preciated. We do 1 ot Ww 
with our current “expense 
however, should come 
are Cae co we 


the old nae inch! as Nt 
20. 
_ pany knows all about eh 


The Pennsylvania — 
re ne 
has been there to docto ae up 
times. In his opinion n it ou 
out.’’ We feel wee 
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of pastors. Nevertheless, his heart is in 
the work ,and he felt justified in making 

2 the sacrifice. He also sent $5 additional 
= from his congregation, and later on he dis- 
=: - covered that his congregation had made an 
offering of some $30, which the Treasurer 
had not forwarded, so he hurried that 
F along. There were other splendid responses 
which prove very encouraging. 

Z The general health of our family is 
fe, good. There are little ills in the nature 
} of the case from time to time, but noth- 
ing serious. We do not have much sick- 
ness in our family, considering its size. 
For this we are exceedingly grateful. 

ae, Miss Whiteman, Head Deaconess of the 
ste Training School, will be glad to present 
Tie the cause to any organization in any con- 
rs gregation. She does not ask for big audi- 
= ences. A small crowd of girls or women 
of maturer years is often a most effective 
_ audience for her. Wrilte to her or to the 
Superintendent of the Home. Nothing is 
as helpful as a personal contact. We can 
write many letters and notices, and the 
people will not understand the Deaconess 
work half as well as if Miss Whitman ap- 
pears before an audience. 

The Corporation fee is $10 for enrol- 
ment. You cannot put any contribution 
+ toa better place. It is for food and rai- 
ment. With this we meet our daily wants. 
4 ‘We are anxious to enroll as many as we 
---—s~possibly can, and do so now. We receive 
___ eash and donations in produce from vari- 
--—«ous sections of the Church, and we are 
_ very thankful for all of it. 


__-* DEVOTIONAL READINGS IN THE 
HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 


ee . Pee) By the Rev. John OC. Gekeler 


is IX, THE CHURCH 
_ _+hroughout its history the Christian 


men for things that are upright and noble. 
She has taught men the great unselfish 
___—s~principles of conduct, claiming all spheres 
of life as the field of her action. Jesus 
would have His disciples exert a saving in- 
fluence. As a true patriot He taught men 
_ to give the proper place to the country ‘in 
-_-which they lived and of which they were a 
part. His teachings are the teachings of 
the Church, and are designed to make men 
_ noble, good and pure, unselfish, kind and 
faithful. 
i, Christ the Head of the Church—Jesus 
_ made sparing use of the word Church. His 


favorite word was the word Kingdom. — 


Because of the greater use of the word 
Church on the part of the disciples, and 
particularly of St. Paul, some have er. 
-roneously said that Jesus did not institute 
the Church. We may rightfully consider 
Him as its Founder, not because tthe word is 
used in His reply to Peter, ‘‘I will build 
_ My Church,’’ but because all the inspira- 
tion of the Church springs from Him. The 
disciples, indeed, organized the Church in 
the sense of giving it form, or rather in 
riding the life of the Church in coming to 
$s Own expression in organized forms. 
~ Paul speaks of Jesus as being the ‘‘founda- 
tion’? of the Church. His teaching and 
ife and personality are the basis of its 
fe. Without Him there could be no 
hurch. He is the Vine from which the 
anches derive their nourishment, and 
rt from whom they cannot live. We 
e ‘‘that out of the whole human 
ce, from the beginning to the end of the 
the Son of God by His Spirit and 
-gathers, defends and preserves for 
If unto everlasting life a chosen com- 
n in the unity of the true faith,’’ 
1 is the holy Catholic Church. — 
e great Shepherd that He is, 
ers lost men into His Church. 
kes the initiative in bring- 


é 


preserves’’ the 
thers men, and so 


Church has consistently sought to influence - 
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His protection extends to them. The 
Church shall remain the great anvil upon 
which all hostile hammers shall continue 
to be broken. Through the power of His 
indwelling life ‘‘the lily among the thorns’’ 
will persist and dispense cheer and hope in 
a world of gloom. 

2. The Means Employed—It is worthy of 
note that our Catechism stresses the divine 
agencies as the instrumentalities by which 
the Church makes progress. The order in 
which they are given is also noteworthy. 
‘*The Son of God by His Spirit and Word 
gathers’’ the Church. His own personal 
representative can best apply the truth He 
has revealed. The story of Pentecost shows 
His use of the human agent. St. John 
gives as the purpose for which the Word 
was published: ‘‘These are written, that 
ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye may 
have life in His name.’’ That same pur- 
pose should prompt our every effort as 
workers in the Church of Jesus Christ. 

3. An Institution of Salvation—The 
Church is gathered ‘‘unto everlasting 
life.’’ She is an institution of salvation 
not in the sense that she has been made 
the custodian thereof, except that she pro- 
claims salvation unto a world of lost men 
and women. She is an instrument in the 
hand of her God in winning men to the 
glorious program which He provides for 
them. She acquaints them with God, and 
thus they come into fellowship with Him, 
Whom to know aright is life eternal. She 
is not an institution of salvation in the 
sense that all who affiliate with her ob- 
tain salvation without meeting the deeper 
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GENERAL COMMENT 


Universal Military Training—A year or 
more ago the subject of universal military 
training for America was discussed rather 
freely throughout the country and many 
newspapers and some members of Congress 
took the ground that it ought to be adopt- 
ed as the permanent policy of the United 
States. Everybody seemed to be war-mad 
and some gave the impression that they ex- 
pected the war to last forever, or at least 
that we should be prepared for similar 
wars at any time in the future. It is also 
freely said that if we had only been pre- 
pared when the great war came, how much 


better and how much more quickly we. 


could have done our part. 

With all of which we have no sympathy. 
That we should have adopted general mil- 
itary training a half century ago in pre- 


_paration for this war is preposterous. In 


the first place, no one knew the war was 
coming, and secondly, there is a whole- 
some dread among all classes of the people 
of placing over-emphasis on the military 
arm of the Government. In case of a sud- 
den crisis, as in the present war, we can 
repeat what we have done—we can call 
our’reserve power into action with a quick- 
ness that will astonish the world. And 
though we may lose much during the year 
or two required for preparation, it will be 
better than to maintain a great standing 
army and foster a military caste. This 
we believe is the general sentiment of the 
people in all parts of the country. 
Members of Congress are now hearing 
from the people in great numbers. The 
publie’s attitude has been made fairly 
plain in hundreds of letters to congress- 
men. These letters are practically unani- 
mous in demanding that every vestige of 
militarism be swept away. Many writers 
express the fear that our association with 


Europeans will have imbued some Ameri- 
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inner requirements of faith and obedience. 

4, The Church Catholic—The marks of 
her catholicity as given in the Catechism 
are: (a) ‘‘That out of the whole human 
race (b) from the beginning unto the end 
of the world, (¢) in the unity of the true 
faith.’? The words ‘‘uhiversal’’ and 
‘‘Christian’’ are not perfect substitutes 
for the rich word ‘‘catholic’’ that we do 
well to retain. The Church comprehends 
all ages, sexes and conditions of men. In- 
deed, all actions of life it presumes to in- 
fluence and bring under the sway of the 
teachings of the Word of God. She would 
dominate the whole of life and of the 
world. This we believe was in the mind 
of the Lord when He sent His disciples 
into all the world with instructions to make 
disciples of all men. Not only is the 
Church catholic, but she is also holy be- 
cause of the blood and the presence of 
Jesus. Among all the institutions known 
to men there is none like the Christian, the 
holy Catholic ‘Church. 


5. Individual Participation in the 
Church—The final clause of Question 54 is 
a fitting close. ‘‘That I am and shall for. 
ever remain a living member of the same.’’ 
It is the language of experience, hope, and 
trust. It is, of course, clear that I am a 
member of the Church only through the 
merit of Jesus. Faith is the instrumental- 
ity by which I came into vital relation-_ 
ship with Him, and is itself not considered 
a merit. I am a member of the Church be- 
cause ‘‘by faith I am a member of Christ.’’ 
With His blood He has purchased me, and 
by His Spirit instills in me the disposition 
to live for Him. ; 
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can leaders with the idea that we must 
have a big permanent army. This, the let- 
ters say, means the creation of a military 
caste. Some of the letters, written by sol- 
diers’ reslatives, quote the soldiers as op- 
posing vigorously any plan which will re- 
quire a considerable portion of American 
youth to go into the Army. 

No Bolshevism in America—Two events, 
both in Chicago, have occurred within the 
past two weeks that will go a long way 
toward allaying the fears that many seem 
to have that Bolshevism of the Russian or 
Liebknecht type will get any foothold in 
America. The first is the conviction of 
five men, one of whom was the Socialist 
leader, Berger, recently elected to Con- 
gress, on a charge of anti-war and pro- 
German propaganda. These men were pro- 
nounced guilty by twelve jurymen, their 
own peers, gathered from the various walks 
of life and not one a capitalist. If the 
verdict had been pronounced by a Judge, 
or by some official of the Government, or 
by some capitalist or group of wealthy men, 
there might be room for protest against it; 
but by twelve common, ordinary men, some 
of whom are laborers—that’s different and 
its meaning is obvious and it is profound. 

The other event is equally significant. 
It-is a revival of the American Protective 
League of Chicago. This League, which 
has been organized in many cities, goes 
out of existence on February lst. It is an 
organization of citizens to aid the Govern- 
ment or the city police in putting down any 
lawless or anarchistie uprisings or red flag 
demonstrations that might oceur during 
the war period. 


In Chicago there is some fear of a possi- 
ble outbreak of Bolshevism in spots, and 
the members of this League, 14,000 in num- 
ber, have decided to continue their organ- 
ization. They are civilians from all walks 
of life, from the successful business or pro- 


fessional man to the common laborer, men 
who believe in public order and the gov- 
ernment of law. They serve without pay. 
They may have nothing to do; but if need- 
ed to help in preserving order, they aro 
ready at any moment. Verily, Bolshevism 
has no chance in this country. 

England and the Sinn Fein—What Eng- 
land expects to do in the ease of the recent 
Sinn Fein movement in Ireland seems very 
mysterious and problematical. The New 
York ‘‘Sun’’ thus dilates on the subject: 

What the Sinn Fein is doing at Dublin 
is plain. It has convened the Irishmen 
elected to the British Parliament in ses- 
sion to set up an Irish Republic. They 
have adopted a declaration of independence 
in the form of an address to free nations. 
They will appeal to the Congress of Paris 
for recognition. The course of Sinn Fein 
is erystal clear. There is no mystery at 
all in the proceedings of Sinn Fein, but 
what England means by the attitude she 
has taken with regard to Sinn Fein and its 
revolutionary assembly is mysterious. Eng- 
Jand holds in prison more than half the 
men whose names were called on the Man- 
sion House roll on Tuesday. All of Ireland 
is physically at the mercy of England. 
The English could end the Dublin gather- 
ing in a minute. That gathering strikes, 
openly and without subterfuge, at the very 
existence of the United Kingdom. Yet 
England, senior partner in the Kingdom, 
keeps hands off Sinn Fein. England does 
not stand idle when the Empire is menaced 
unless England has reason td stand idle. 
England’s reason for idleness now is the 
mystery, of Anglo-Irish politics. Ireland 
presents no difficulty to the understanding; 
the Irish are following a plan carefully 
conceived, carefully executed, with the 
hope and intention of achieving freedom 
for their land. And England has contribu- 
ted to the situation so far nothing except 
mystery. What does England mean? 


The League of Nations—Since arriving 
in France President Wilson has endeavored 
to impress upon all classes his idea of what 
his proposed League of Nations should be. 
On Saturday of last week he addressed the 
Peace ‘Conference on the subject and gave 
in clear language the American idea con- 
cerning the “proposed League. 'It is said 
that Lloyd George agrees in the main prin- 
ciples with the American view, and.it is 
believed that other nations, led by these 
two great Anglo-Saxon powers, will fall 
into line and: that the organization of such 
a League will be one of the first finished 
products of the conference. 

Tt is true that there will be some knotty 
problems to solve. In the United States 
Senate some time ago, Senator Read, of 
Missouri, bitterly assailed the whole pro- 
ject, declaring that a League of Nations 
is imprac ticable and that it will bind the 
United States hand and foot and will re- 
move the freedom of action to which we 
have long been accustomed. 

We cannot agree with Senator-Read. At 
the same time there are two very grave 
questions to be settled .before such a 
League of Nations can meet the reasonable 
demands of its friends. If, for instance, 
the nations are to be rated as individuals 
on election day, by the head, and each 
nation has equal voting power with all 
others, then such insignificant countries as 
Costa Rica and Montenegro will have as 
much. to say as the United States or the 
British Empire in’ settling the world’s 
questions. This would obviously be unfair 
and even absurd. On the other hand, if the 
nations vote according to their population, 
India and China would have five times the 
voting power of the United States, which 
would also be an absurdity. These two 
serious problems must be solved before a 
League of Nations can be practical. The 
solution will perhaps be reached, but it has 
not yet been done. 

An Immigration Measure—That the ques- 
tion of the coming of foreigners to the 
United States during the next few years 
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is a serious question is shown by the fact 
that a bill has been introduced into Con- 
gress for the purpose of prohibiting all 


foreign immigration for four years. On this 
subject the Pittsburgh ‘‘Post’’? comments 
as follows: This is the oldest of the edutaedll rire 


of the Reformed Church. It is conducted by the 
three (English) Eastern Synods. The Prof 
members of the Board of Visitors and Frofebeory 
the Board of Trustees are elected by the Synods. _ 
It provides a course of three years. It has . 
faculty of eight Professors and Instructors. It also” Z 
offers a post-graduate course of two year. 
re the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuiti 
ree. ‘ 
For caselone or information address the Presi 
j REV. JOHN C. BOWMAN, D. ie 


Lancaster, 
Central Theological Seminary of the 
Reformed Church, Dayton, Ohio > 


Union of Heidelberg and Ursinus Theolog 
Seminaries. Eight Professors, including the Teac 
of Elocution. Presents: (1) Undergraduate; | 
Special and Partial, and (3) Graduate Cour: 
Study. Tuition free. : 

For further information address pi 
HENRY J. CHRISTMAN, ‘Presidente Dayton, Q. res 


Franklin and Marshall Colleg 

Lancaster, Pa. - 

Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 

Campus of fifty-four acres with ten buil 

cluding thoroughly equipped Science B 

Library, Observatory, Gymnasium and | 

Athletic Field. 

- TERM OPENS SEPTEMBER 24, ; 
For Catalogue address: oe 

"HENRY H. APPLB, D- D. coe >res. 


-URSINUS COLLEGE — se 


For Youne MEN AnD Younc | 
_Academic Year Opens September 1%, p 


‘‘The bill in the House at Washington, 
providing for a ban upon migration to 
this country for four years, is common 
sense. We have reconstruction problems 
enough without adding to them by leaving 
the way open for Huns, Bolshevists and 
other undesirables to enter. We have re- 
turning soldiers to provide-employment for 
and others who must have special attention 
on account of injuries. The purposes of 
the bill are summed up thus: To protect 
American labor against an influx of aliens 
during the post-war period of industrial 
readjustment; to protect American capital 
against the inroals of foreign capital dur- 
ing the period of reconstruction; to bar 
the Bolsheviki and the wreckage washed 
up by the war; to bring the more than 100,- 
000,000 individuals now in the United 
States into greater homogeneity. 


None of the purposes is more important 
than the one last stated. The war showed 
us that there are some of alien birth in 
practically every community who not only 
are not assimilating American ways, but 
are fighting them. Among those who would 
be caught by the bill proposed are the 
immigrants who take no steps toward be- 
coming naturalized, or delay in. the matter. 
The idea is to get rid of all who have not 
come in good faith. No one having regard 
for the welfare of the country will object 
to this. In any event the alien coming 
here to reside permanently who puts off 
naturalization is undesirable; he lacks the 
qualities that make for good citizenship. — 
It would do the country good to take a 
rest in immigration until the undesirables 
here now are weeded out and increased 
facilities provided for the education of the 
worthy.’’ 
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DOMESTIC 


A national memorial for Clara Barton, 
founder of the American Red Cross, has 
been proposed. Christmas Day, 1921, will . 
be the 100th anniversary of her birth at 
Oxford, Mass. 


Memorial services for the late Senators 
Hughes, of New Jersey, and Broussard, of - 
Louisiana, were held January 26th, in the 
Senate. 

The rivers and harbors bill, revised up- 
ward by about $5,000,000. and including 
new appropriations of $3,000,000 for the 
Ohio River and $1,000 000: for the Alle- 
gheny. As it passed the House, the meas- 
ure carried $37,000,000. 

The Senate, January 28th, aceepted the 
conference ‘report of éhe $100,000,000 
Famine Fund Bill for the needy peoples of 
Europe. Soon after the House adopted the 
conference report. 

W. G. McAdoo, former Director General 
of Railroads and former Secretary of the 
Treasury, made public a telegram in which {7 
he urged five years Government control of — 
the railroads as a necessity for the devel- 
opment of inland waterways, and! for eS 
co-ordination of the railroads and water- - 
ways with the new American merchant 
marine. 

The Indiana Publie Service Gontmasctant 
has opened its fight against the new long | 
distance telephone rates ordered by Post- 
master General Burleson. It has the sup- - 
port of representatives of eight other 
States and the active support of the . Assist- 
ant Attorney General of Minnesota. (eae 

A half-and-half profit-sharing plan with Gi me 
employees in all branches was announced 
J eae 27 C3 by John N. ea 

gc i . 
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the League, has dispatched telegrams to 
State and city headquarters urging instant 
~aetion to force lowering of prices. 
: Surrounded by a body of ‘‘ white ribbon- 
__ers,’* Acting Secretary of State Polk Jan- 
uary 29th signed the proclamation that 
National Prohibition Amendment had been 
ratified. 
¢ FOREIGN 


A new Portuguese Cabinet has been 
formed with Jose Relvas as Premier and 
Minister of Education. * 
The British Cabinet has decided to main- 
_ tain an army of occupation numbering 900,- 
000 men. The government has definitely 
- agreed upon the discontinuance of con- 
seription. 
- Buenos Aires has been isolated for 25 
days by the port strike, which prevents 
the entrance of trans-Atlantic steamers 
into the harbor. The loss to the strikers 
and ship owners has been estimated at more 
than 10,000,000 pesos. 
- King Peter of Serbia is dying at Phale- 
ron, Greece, according to a dispatch from 
thens. 
_ England has agreed to cede Gibraltar 
to Spain in exchange for Ceuta in Morocco. 
Ceuta is a port in Morocco belonging to 
le Spanish province of Cadiz. 
With a total of a quarter million British 
rorkers out January 29, the nation--wide 
strike is still spreading. Lloyd George may 
be asked to intercede. 
MISCELLANEOUS 


egislation prohibiting general immigra- 
tion for a period of four years following 
the signing of the peace treaty has been 
approved tentatively by the House Immi- 
gration Committee. ; 
Under the general direction of Rear 
miral Robert E. Peary, the Aero: Club 
America plans an aeroplane flight-to the- 
orth Pole next June, when temperaturo 
seldom below 60 degrees above zero. 
‘The first of a series of nation-wide cam- 
aigns by the United Sunday School Asso- 
ciations of the World to raise a $20,000,- 
000 victory reconstruction fund was opened 
a Chicago January 27 and will continue 
until February 3. 
les of enemy owned property in the 
ppine Islands have been completed. 
he sale realized approximately $4,600,600. 
‘Some of the great. financiers of America 
d Britain now in Paris are considering 
he amount of the indemnity which Ger- 
many is capable of paying, which is ¢on- 
ed one of the difficult questions to 
before the Peace Conference for de- 
- The total maximum claims approx: 
te $150,000,000,000. This does not in- 
elude America’s claim if she makes any. 
The sum is, of course, an impossible one. 
r thousand and twenty enemy alicns 
interned by the United States during 
the war, the Department of Justice lins 
med the House Immigration Commit- 
The committee is considering a bill 
uthorizing the deportation of these pver- 
s ,200 of whom were merchant sea: 
d the remainder resident aliens. 
rotection of American and other for-— 
interests in Mexico, valued at almost 
2,000,000,000 is to be put up to the Paris 
ace Conference. — , : 

7 cial report from General’ Pershing 
t on January 9 there were 105,733 
ie American. Army in hospitais in 
England, of whom 72,642 were 
om disease and 33,111 fiom 
cher injuries. — 
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+ Lansing, Secretary of State, will 

the two members of the Ameri:an 
ee | ed January 25 by the Peace 
to deal with the question of 
for the war, Bee ny) 
‘Admiral Grayson and 
and French ~ 


‘Mrs. Wilson, ac-  . 


weet hy ay 


pated influx of war sight seers into France 
already have been started by the National 
Touring Club of Paris. The club has divid- 
ed the battle zone of France into 20 ‘‘see- 
fors.’? Each sector will be mapped and a 
guide book printed. 

President Wilson has succeeded in ob- 
taining the acquescence of the great pow- 
ers to the principle that all conquered ter- 
ritory, with the exception of Alsace, shall 
be internationalized. 

Over 200 American Red Cross nurses died 
of influenza contracted while administer- 
ing to ‘‘flu’’ stricken soldiers both here 
and abroad, the Red Cross has reported. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF CLASSIS OF 
N. C. 

A special meeting of the Classis of N,. 

C. was called by the Classical Missionary 

and Stewardship Committee to meet in 


. Salisbury, January 7th. A fine representa- 


tion of ministers and laymen were present. 
Dr. W. E. Lampe, of Philadelphia, was 
present and was a great inspiration to the 
meeting. The whole subject of Steward. 
ship and apportionment was considered, 


The following recommendations wero 
adopted: 


- I. The appointment of an Auxiliary Com- 
mittee in each district of the Classis whoso 
duties shall be to work under the direction 
and in connection with the Classical M. 
and §. Committee. The duties of this com- 
mittee shall be: 

1. To present the missionary interest to 
every congregation and hold conferences 
with Consistories to plan for the raising 
of full apportionment this year. 

2. Render any necessary aid in the rais- 
ing of the apportionment. 

3. Encourage the inauguration of an an- 
nual Every-Member Canvass and_ tho 
adoption of the weekly duplex envelopes 
in every congregation. ; 

4. Direet a proper follow-up system in 
each congregation and the sending of tho 
monthly quota of the apportionment to the 
Classical ‘Treasurer. 

If. This committee shall consists of tho 
following: 

Eastern District, Revs. R. E. Leinbach, 


- J. T. Hedrick and J. T. Plott. 


Central District, Revs. H. A. Welker, J. 
JP. Linn and J. W. Peeler. 


Western District, Revs. L, A. Peeler, A. 


Blackwelder and C. H. Geitner. 

Il. Every congregation be urged to ap- 
point a M. and S. Committee, whose duties 
shall be: 

1. To keep constantly the M. and 8. 
interest of the denomination before tho 
congregation. 

2. To encourage tithing. 

3. To arrange for any educational and 
inspirational preliminary to the Evory- 
Member Canvass. _ 

4, To arrange for and conduct the Every- 
Member Canvass. 

5. To exert itself to the utmost to send 
the monthly quota of the full apportion- 
ment to the Classical Treasurer and con- 
duct follow-up campaigns at the end. of 
each quarter. 

IV. That Classis urge every congrega- 
tion to adopt the weekly duplex envelopo 
system. 

V. That ‘Classis enter into a great cam- 
paign to raise the full apportionment. That 
the subject of tithing and giving he pre- 
sented to every congregation and Con- 
sistory and that pledges be secured to cover 
the full apportionment. 
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Nothing has been conceived that will 
more strikingly present this wonderful 
cause than 


INASMUCH 


a Missionary Episode for Young People 
by C. Harold Lowden and Ella Gardinor 
Richdale. 


Get this— 

Inasmuch—A Missionary Episode for Young 
People. Words by Ella Gardinor Rich- 
dale and music by C. Harold Lowden. 


The Heidelberg Press, Fifteenth and 
Race streets, Philadelphia. Prices, 15 


cents per copy, $1.50 per dozen, postpaid. 


This is a most timely contribution to any 
Missionary Society who desires to cultivate 
a lasting interest in the great cause ot 
Missions. It is not an exercise, but a 
service, and could be used with propriety 
at a regular Church service where some peo- 
ple attend whose aim it is for Inasmuch 
to really convert’ to the work of world 
evangelization. There is not an organiza- 
tion in any congregation but can render it, 
for the few characters and the simple cos- 
tumes are easily available. No description 
can do justice to this service. Prof. Low- 
den contributes the fine, musical selections 
and the speaking parts present the needs 
of the non-Christian world and show how 
they can be supplied. All Missionary So- 
cieties should use it, and it will prove a 
fitting prelude to Foreign Mission Day. 
Of course we send copies ‘‘On Approval.’’ 
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Cuticura Soap 


Alldruggists; Soap 25, Ointment 25 & 50, Taleum 25. 
Sample each free of ‘‘Cuticara, Dept. M, Beston.”’ 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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What-15° a You 


Washington, the home of the Pathfinder, is the} 
~ nerve center of civilization; cm is being 
made at this world capital. The Pathfinder’s 
| illustrated weekly review gives you a clear, im- 
lal and correct diagnosis of public affairs, 
g these strenuous, epoch-making days, 


from 
he 


The little matter of LScin stamps or coin will bring you 
13 weeks on trial, The Pathfinder is an illustrated weekly, published at 
the Nation's center, for the Nation; a paper that prints all the news ofthe 
world and tellsthe truth and only the truth ;nowinits 26th year, This pa- 
per fills the bill without emptying the purse; it costs but $1 a year. Ifyou 
want to keep posted on what is going oninthe world, at the leastexpense 
il of time or money, this is your means, Ifyou wanta paperin your home 
_ which is sincere, reliable, entertaining, wholesome, the Pathfinderis yours. Ifyou would appreciate a paper which puts everythi 
_ clearly, fairly, brieflv—hereitis. Send 25c to showthat you might like sucha paper, and we will send the Pathfinder on probation &. 
weeks, @The 15c does not repay us, but we are glad toinvestin new friends, The Pathfinder,Box 98, Washington,D.C. 
ah EAS Ae ae es ef a: é 
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Got 117;,Eggs\Instead of 3 


That’s the experience of one poultry raiser who wrote me. A. P. Woodard of St. Cloud, Fla., writes: 
“I get from 40 to 50 eggs adaynow. Before using ‘‘More Eggs’ I was getting only 8 or 9 eggs a day.” 
Here are the experiences of a few others of the hundreds who write me: 3 


ck fi : P ee as 
“160 Hens—1235 Dezen Eggs” “15 Hens—310 Eqgs” h *s 
I. J. Reefer: yg ae Mo. BE. J. Reefer: J O08 ener Falls, Mass. ¢ 
Thave fed two boxes of More Eegs Tonic to my hens and ithink % LTused your More Egg Tonic and from December ito February1, | , ~ 


ASOfLQ2Lf 


es] 


my hens have broken the record for ezzs, EI have 160 White Leg- from 15 hens, t got 310 eggs, Your remedies are just what you 


® 
“~~ 


horns and from March 25 to April 15 § sold 125 dozen eggs. py ciaima thers toners i= ates. CO: #- BTOUGHTON. “Hilt Se oe Sen a 
MRS, H. M. PATTON Ha Als | | 
shi es x “Selling Eggs Now” Wy se 
“48 Dozen in One Week” E. i Beaters: He wale "8 Bebo Caco \ 
Dear Mr. Reefer: Woodbury, Tenn. : was notgetting an egg when egan the use o e “More | 
eT ont tes ae how much I have been benefited Eye answering , Eggs’ Tonic, Now Lam selling eggs. MRS, J. F, BRINK. I 
yourads. l’vegotmoreeggsthanieverdid. Vye sold 4244 dozen ¢ “Gets Winter Eggs” 
eggs last week, set 4 dozen, ate some and had 114 dozen left.: ~ EJ. Reefer: Wilburton, Kan. 
From your friend, MRS, LENA McBROON. _ itis ae Bret ae I got fo soot cegsin winter, eet i began | 
99 using “More Eggs” I was only getting 1 to 3eges per day and now in 
KE. J. SPRY gps eee cig ia Tl. Iam getting 11 to 13 eggs per day. MRS. JULIA GOODEN. » 
“"I am very much pleased with your “More Eggs” Tonic, My * 28 Hens—12 Eggs a Day : “5 
hens have more than doubled up in their eggs, E. J. Reefer: Luray, Va. | 
L. D. NICHOLS, Six weeks ago I began giving “More Eggs” Tonic and Iwas not \ - a 
126 Eggs In & Days getting an egg from 18 hens and now I am getting 10 to 12 every : SNR h . 
E. J. Reefer: Salina, Okla, day, Youcan quote meassaying thatitisthe best chicken tonic i f 4 ft 
I wouldn’t try to raise chickens without “More Eggs”? which in the world. R. L, REYNOLDS. Hi “anil 
meansmoremoney. Luseit right along, Zhave 33 hens andin6 “oO? Eggs a Day” P etx 
days have gotten 1034 dozen eggs or 126. M&S, J. O. OAKES, E. J. Reefer; Elwood, Indiana, 
That More Eggs Tonic issimply grand. WhenIstarted using M A aS FE S 
BOATS 2 aN Be Tee ps a TTB aes — it they did not lay at all, now I get 37 eggsa day. ¥ ] —_— 
Seep SEER 3 en ee : Yourstruly, EDGAR E, J. LINNICER. , ; 
; e an - 7 : “Increases From 8 te 36 Eggs a Day” L. AY- E R Ss 
y E. J. Reefer: Shady Bend, Kansas, ; 
) I am well pleased with your More Eggs Tonic. Iwas only OUT : (e) 3 
>» « A x getting 8 or9 eggs, now Iam getting 3 dozena day. ; $ 
a, ek = - ; Yours truly, WM, SCHMIDT. ! = Sone So 
Saal ara ta rw “Doubles Egg Production” } Oy s¥ 3 HORS 
{ ) E. J. Reefer: ‘ ; Paradise, Texas, < eer 
ihave been using More Eggs Tonic 3 or 4 weeks and must say temas Wet 
b nae E aa itisfine, My egg production has been Soubieds KOENINGER. P) ef = H ; i Nee fe Np 
— — = . — 4 7 
= x atcher 
,Absolnte Satisfaction or Money Back “Increase from 2 to 45 Egge a Day” i ESN OLS Y 
aa et ah Si aes Reefer’s Hatchery: Derby, fowa. KANSA ! *MO; 
a - : : Since I began the use of your More Eggs Tonic 2 weeks agot eye “PHI CADELPHEX: 
~_? at Ps am getting]45jegges:a day, and before I was only getting Zor 3a | PHIEA Ms Se 
tional Bank of the e U IC day. Yours truly, DORA PHILLIPS, SESS ; 
J i ie 


More Eggs Makes‘ Layers (= 
Out of Loafers Gi S 

This is a concentrated tonic, nota food, Itconsists of every element that goes 

toward the! making of more eggs, A perfect regulator, aids digestion, stimulates 


egg production and builds firm bones and strong muscles. ‘The foremost authorities 
in America and poultry raisers from eyerystate endorse Reefer’s ‘More Eggs’ tonic, 


Results Guaranteed! 


Here is a facsimile of the guarantee of a million 
dollar bank that ‘*More Eggs’? will produce results, This million dollar bank guaran- 
tees to refund your money if you are not satisfied. You run no risk. So don’t 
delay. very day you wait you are losing money, 


Fo ba Se see Send a dollar today for 
i er 0 ay a full sized package of “More 
Eggs” tonic; or better yet 


E.J.REEFER, 8192 Recfer Blag., Kansas City, Mo. 
send $2.25 at extra special 


$400 for gne full size package Cl 
ee =m © ore Leggs onic. i P ! 
Bectoeet eras $225 forthree full size $1.00 packages of oO : discount, and get three packages, Three packagesis a full season’s supply. 
== “More Eggs” on special discount. 1 Don’t put itoff, Order now and start your hens making none you. 
(Mark: Xin the square opposite order you want.) H Remember, you run no risk. A Million Dollar Bank will ref instantly 
Send this with an absolute Bank Guarantee that you will refund my money 4 if you are not satisfied. [Whether you order ‘‘More Eggs” now or not, 
if this tonic is not satisfactory to me in every Way. u at least mark the coupon for Mr. Reefer to send you absolutely free his 
' valuable Poultry Book that tells the experience of a man who himself 
§ has made a fortune andis helping vthers to make money out of poulee 

—---- Act NOW, Don’t wait. Pin a dollar bill to the coupon. Or'send $2.25 which 


guarantee your winter’s egg supply. Send for this bank-guaranteed egg producer 


~ NOW. Today! It has helped thousands of others and will help you, 


too. ; 
Poultry Book Freel you ine want wotydinnal Garmic'Tnicgtionjmecf] + Ey J. Reefer, 8182 Reefer Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. | 
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that Mr. Reefer Ww carr 
his agreeaent * * * and. this 
bank further agrees to return 
to the customer: the total’ 
amount ef his remittance, if 
Wr. Reefer fails to do ag he 


ees. 
as Very truly yours, 
; : 


a 
Peeetdens. 


EN 


| 


CS ee hes ares e 


in the square for me to send you wy valuable pantry book Free 1 


